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To the Honourable The KNIGHTS, CITIZENS, and BURGESSES, 
in PARLIAMENT aiTembled. 



SUPPLEMENT 



NINTH REPORT of the Commiffioners appointed to enquire into 
the Fees, Gratuities, Perquifites, and Emoluments, which are, or have 
been lately, received in certain Public Offices in Ireland ; and alio to 
examine into any Abufes which may exift in the fame, and into the 
prefent mode of Receiving, Collecting, Ifliiing, and Accounting for, 
Public Money in Ireland ; — 

And, to inveftigate and examine into all Balances and Arrears 
appearing, by the Public Accounts of Ireland, to be due unto His Majefty, 
for or on account of any Sums received for His ufe, and remaining or 
alledged to remain unpaid ; and to fettle and afcertain the fame ; &c. 



Ordered, by The Houfe of Commons, to be printed, 20 June 1810. 



GENERAL POST-OFFICE. 

A T the clofe of our Report on the Poll Office, we intimated our intention. 

of examining into the frauds alledged to have been committed by the 
Clerks of tl>e Roads; as foon therefore as we had fin idled the inveftigation of the 
current arrears of Excife, we proceeded with that Enquiry. From the feveral 
documents relating to thie fubjeft with which we have been furnifned, we find 
that the fraud imputed to thefe Officers confifts in their not having truly ac- 
counted for the profits derived from the exercife of their privilege of circulating 
Newspapers as they were required to do, when Government agreed 10 grant them 
compenfation for the amount of their deficiency, and in the confequent receipt of 
large fums out of the Revenue to which it is confidered by the Poftmafter Gene- 
ral that they had no juft claim. In order fully to comprehend the grounds upon 
which this charge has been made, and how far the Public is entitled to he reim- 
burfed the fums or any part of them paid to the Clerks, it will be neceffary to 
ft ate more particularly than we have had hitherto occafion to do, the arrange- 
ment made by Government with them in 1802. 

It appears, that in that year, the Clerks of the Connaught, North and Munfter 
Roads, addreffed a Memorial to the Poftmafter General, Hating, That in confe- Appendix (A) N* t. 
quence of the Union, the circulation of Iriffi Newspapers, on the emoluments 
derived from which the value of their employments depended, had been con- 
fiderably diminifhed ; and that they apprehended they would be reduced by the 
continued operation of the fame caufe to comparative indigence, and claiming a 
fixed annual allowance as a compenfation for fuch decreafe of income. This 
was fupported by the following Statement of the circulation of Papers through 
each Road, and of the profits derived therefrom in the years 1800 and 1801, re- 
fpeCtively, the amount of which in the latter year appears to have been conlider- 
ably diminiilied. 

^366.^ Cjg bb 1800, 
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1 800, Connaught Road, 28 


Sheets. 

O 


700 Papers produce about £. 497 


10 


0 


i8ox - 


20 


8 


5°° 


35 2 


0 




Lofs - 


7 


>7 


igz Deficiency 


145 


10 


0 


1800, North Road 


22 


2 


552 


3 S 3 


0 


0 


1801 - 


14 


8 


35 8 


233 


10 


0 


Lofs 


7 


>9 


194 Deficiency 


>49 


10 


0 


1800. Munfter Road - 


21 


0 


525 - - - - - 


372 


10 


0 


1801 - 


>4 


2 


35 z ----- 


230 


5 




Lofs 


6 


23 


173 Deficiency 


>4> 


5 


0 



A»i>™Jix(A)N 8 x This Memorial was prefented to the Poftmafters General by Sir John Lees, 
Appendix (A) N x. thcll a ai„g Secretary to the. Poft Office, aceompan.ed by a Utter from 

him felf, in which he confirmed the reprefentation of the other Clerks, and dated, 
that the fame chafe which had reduced their incomes, had a fo operated m he 
diminution of his emoluments as Clerk of the Lender. Road ; and that for the 
reafons afligned by them, he was perh'.adcd the deerrate had by no means reached 
its lowed date of depreflion ; and he lhbmitted to the PoPmtaflcrs General whe her, 
in confideration of fuch decreafe, it inight not he realbnabie tb liope, that they 
would recommend an additional allowance d) be niiide to him of i. jao, per 
annum. 

Appendix (A) N 8 3. Tile Poiimafters General tranfmitted the Letter of Sir John Lees, and the 
Memorial of the other Clerks of the Roads, to the Lord Lieutenant, representing 
(hat they had made very minute enquiry refjie&ing the Ioffes alledged to have 
been fuftained, and were perli-aiy ditisfied of thq correcme.fs of the S.atemcnts 
therein, and they recommended that an annual and 

charged on incidents, Ihould be made to the then Clerks of the Roads m tl e 
following proportions : — 

To John and E. l£es, Joint Secretary - - - - «£-3°° 0 0 

I lenrv Harrifon, as Clerk of the Gonnanght Road, - >45 10 0 

James Twigg, . Ditto North Road - - >49 >-<> 0 

W ro M&turin, Ditto Munfter Road - H 2 5 0 

£-737 5 0 

Government, however conceiving that 'the decreafe in the circulation ol News- 
papers would be but temporary, and therefore that it did not' warrant a perma- 
nent charge upon the Revenue; and confidering alfo/that the diminution of the 
profits, of the Clerks could not be fairly afeertained from a' comparifon of the 
period in which it was dated to have occurred with a fmgle year, fuppofed to be 
one of the 'greateft circulation, propofed that the annual average profit of each 
Clerk of the Road Ihould be taken for the three years preceding that in which 
the diminution was alledged to have taken place, and that in future the amount 
of the receipts for fupplying the Country with Newspapers, fliould be brought 
into one fund or joint dock, and that fo much fliould annually be added thereto, 
out of the Revenue of the Pod; Office, as fliould fecit re to each Clerk who held 
the office on 5th January 1801, the amount to which he, might be confidered 
as, entitled, on account of his falary and profits upon the average fo taken ; pro- 
viding at the fame time, that if thenceforth, by the increafed demand for News- 
capers, (he dock fund fliould be increafed, the Revenue of the Poft Office might 
be relieved in the fame proportion, fo that the Clerks fliould hot receive their 
a f w v® e compenfation, and alfo an increafed income in the ordinary way. This mode of 
Appendix \A) n 5. compen f ation being acceded to by the Clerks of the Roads, they returned a 
Statement of their profits on the circulation of Irifli Newspapers on an average 
thereof in the three years ending 5th January 1801. the total of which amounted 
to <£.2.158. 17. io*. exceeding the profits derived from the fanie fource in the 
one year ending 5II1 January i8ot, ty alum of £.9 1. 11. 4- the refult. of the 
three years average being by fo much mere favourable to them than the compa- 

partfoa 



Appendix (A) N“ 4. 
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rifon of the two years they had themfelves fele&ed. The proportion of the above Appendix (B)N° i. 
fum which each Clerk returned as the annual amount of his profits, and the 
quantity of Newspapers from the circulation of which fuch profits were ftated to 
have arifen, are as follow : — 



Leinfter Road 
Connaught Road - 
North Road - 
M under Road 



Quires. Papers. 

47 >9 

20 6 

24 3 

21 10 



.£.849 r 4 
523 6 o 
408 10 o 
378 o 6 



<£■2,158 17 10 



The profits of the Clerks, as above exhibited, are fuppofed to be produced by 
the circulation of the ftated quantity of Newspapers throe times a week, or 156 
times a year, the iflue. of Papers to the Country being in the period for whic h the 
average Account was made up, principally confined to fuch as were publiflied Appendix (11) N® a. 
on the three General Poft Days in each week. In computing, however, the 
quantity of Papers circulated in any year the Clerks took care, by a mode we 
fliall hereafter deferibe, to convert Daily Papers into Papers publiflied three days 
in the week, fo that whenever the circulation of a Road is mentioned, it is to 
be underftood as a circulation 156 times in a year. Orders were accordingly Appendix (A) N® 7. 
given by Government to the Poftmafters General to carry this arrangement into 
effect, but it does not appear that any fteps were taken by them for that purpofe ; Appendix (A N°) 8. 
and no inftruftions having been given as to the mode of accounting for the Appendix (B) N® s. 
produce of the Roads in fubfequent years, the Clerks, when they firft claimed 
compenfation under the arrangement, framed their. Returns in the following man- 
ner: In the firft inftance, they ftated the average quantity of Papers circulated. Appendix (B) N® 3. 
and the profit thereon, for the three ye vrs which had been fubmitted to Govern- 
ment, and which they called the ftandard average ; then the quantity circulated and 
the profit derived therefrom, in the year for which they claimed, and next the 
decreafe of circulation and profit below the ftandard: the Return made up for the 
Leinfter Road was as follows, and is fiifficient to lliow the manner in which ail 
-the other Returns were framed. 



Leinfter Road. 



N° of 


Papers. 


Produce. 


Quires. 

Average for three years, as delivered } 
to the Poftmafters General - 5 4 ' 


Sheets. 

I 9 - - 


- -£-849 1 4 


Average for January 1803 - - 32 


7 - - 


578 4 2 


Deficit in Leinfter Road for 1803 1 5 


12 - - 


- ,£.270 17 2 



In this Account it is obfervable, that the Clerks did not profefs to ftate either 
the a Huai amount of their profits for the year, or the precife quantity of Papers 
circulated, but both appear to have been computed at the fame rate per Paper, 
as was ftated to be the profit per Paper upon a circulation of three days in the 
week, in the Return of the three years average, and the deficiency for which com- 
penfation was claimed computed in the fame manner; the number of Papers is 
alfo an average number, in order to find which, and by the fame operation, convert 
Daily Papers into Papers circulated three times a-vveek, they took the higheft Appendix(B) No. 1 a. 
number of Papers that appeared to have been iflued by them on a General Poft 
Night, and the higheft number iflued on a Rye Poft Night, and thefe numbers 
combined, they confidered as the i due of one day; in like manner they took the 
lowed numbers iflued on two other fuch nights, which being alfo combined, 
were confidered as the iflue of one other day, and having added thefe two com- 
bined numbers together, they took the average thereof, and ftated it as the 
average of the number of Papers circulated three times a-week in the year. The 
produce of one Paper of daily circulation, being equal to that of two Papers cir- 
culated three days in the week, Papers of the former defeription would by this 
mode be accounted for; but though the quantity of Papers circulated in any year, 
might pofiibly have been afeertained by an average fo taken, yet upon infpe&ion 
it will be found liable to great inaccuracy, as the produce of fuch a computation 
may conliderably exceed or fall fliort of the a6tual average. A more obvious and 
Ample way would have been to eftimate their amount by the payments to Prin- 
ters, which being at the rate of'fi's. Zd. for every quire of 25 lheets, the qitan- 
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tity purchafed would have been known, and might be confidered (linlefs fraud 
intervened) as the circulation of the Road within the period of fuch payments. 
We do not, however, confider that the mode ufed by the Clerks was adopted 
from any improper motive, as it might have tended as well to the redu&ion, as 
to the increafe of their claim for compenfation; but as their calculation for the 
three years had been the refult of fuch a computation, it would feem that upon 
that account they adhered to it in fubfequent years. 

Returns made up in this form were fubmitted, on the 5th of January 1803, to 
Appendix (B) N° 3 - Sir J 0 i in Lees, who was then doing the duty of Secretary, and being approved 
of by him, and allowed as correa, he ordered that compenfation tliould be paid 
equal to the deficiency of each Road as Hated therein ; and in all the other years 
fitnilar Accounts were returned by the Clerks, and were accepted of and acted 
upon by the Managers of the Poll Office, without any obje6tion having been 
made to them. Upon the credit of thefe feveral Accounts the Clerks received, in 
the feven years ending 5th January 1809, for the deficient produce of their 
Roads £. 3 ^30. o. 2. ; of this fum the Clerk of the Leinfter Road contributed, 
Appendix (A) N* 8. ^ on account of its excefs, in three of the above years, jC- 3 1 4 - IO - 8 - l ® av j n g 
a fum of .£.3,224. 9. 6. which was paid out of the Revenue. In the lait 
year of this period, the demand for Newspapers had fo increafed, that the whole 
of the claims of thefe Officers on the Public amounted only to about £. 25. 
This reduaion of the charge on the Revenue, juftities Government 111 having 
confidered that the diminifhed circulation of Newspapers in the year 1801, was 
likely to be but temporary, and alfo in its fele&ion of the mode propofed for 
making the Clerks compenfation ; for if their application for a fixed annual 
fum had been acceded to, the Public would in thefe feven years have paid 
£.^,160. 15. exceeding the fum aaually paid out of the Revenue by 
£.1,936. 5'. 6. and notwithftar.ding the demand for Newspapers tliould have 
even exceeded what it was when compenfation was granted, the charge on the 
Public would have continued the fame, unlcfs reduced by the death or difmiffat 
of the parties. 

However, in the month of Augufl 1809, in a converfation between the 
Appendix (B) N*+. Secretary of the Poft Office Mr. Edward Lees, and the l'uccefibr to the Clerk of 
the Connaught Road, who had died in that year, relative to the value of that 
Road, a fufpicion was excited, that the Clerks had been guilty of fuppreffing 
their profits to a very large amount, and that the fums paid to them out of the 
Revenue had been fraudulently obtained ; this led to the inveftigation that after- 
Appendix (A) N° 2. wardg took place> the re f u i t 0 f which was the acquittal of the Clerk of the 
leinfter Road, and the removal of the Clerks of the North and Mu niler Roads. 
Mr. William Armit, who was the Agent of the Clerk of the Leinfter Road, and 
was likewife Principal of the Penny Poft, was no longer permitted to manage the 
Road, and was alfo required to refign his employment in the Poft Office, but he 
does not appear to have forfeited on that account the good opinion of his Prin- 
Appendix (B) N~ 5. • ^ who ccmt j nue d him Agent of his private affairs. Mr. Lees proceeded m 

this inveftigation until his fufpicions being confirmed, he communicated the refult 
to the Poftmafter General, by wliom lie was dire6ted to make known to the 
perfons accufed the extent of the charge again!! them, and to require from them 
Apppndix(A) N°i 3 . J a Statement of - any defence they might be able to make thereto. Accordingly a 
Appendix (A) N J 1 4. j etter wag wrltten t0 the acting Clerk of the Leinfter Road, to the Clerks of the 
North and Munfter Roads, and to the Reprefentative of the Clerk of the Connaught 
Road, informing them refpeftively, that it appeared to the Poftmafter General, 
that, the annual produce of the Roads had been confiderably under-rated in the 
Returns, with a view' to receiving compenfation unjuftifiably from the Revenue; 
and that it had been found that large fums had confequontly been improperly 
obta ned by each of the Clerks on account thereof. We have been furniffied 
Appendix (A) the anfueiS Q f t h e Clerks of the Munfter and North Roads, and of the 

‘ 7 ‘ Reprefentative of the Clerk of the Connaught Road ; the latter, declaiming any 

Ibid N* 15- conne aiou with and all knowledge of the tranfactions alluded to, is not material. 

In the former it is afferted that the Clerks, relying upon the correftnefs of the 
Returns of 1802, had conceived themfelves bound, in making the fucceeding 
Returns, to adhere to the mode then adopted, w hich they ftate they have con- 
ftantly done. No w. itten anfwer appears from the afiing Clerk of the Leinfter 
Road to Mr. Lees’s communication, but as he in common with the Clerks of the 
other Roads continued to ufe that form of Return in the fucceeding years, it 

becomes 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



r j gj / 

Office.] CommhTroners on FEES, GRATUITIES, &c. *cix 

Incomes material to recur to its original formation, to afcertoin whether at that 

time it exhibited fairly the produce of each Road, and we (hall then proceed to 
enquire how far the fame end was effected by its application in fubfequent years. 

It does not appear that the Returns of the three years average underwent any 
particular inveftigation, either by Government or the Poftmafters Genera!, and 
though it is to be prefumed that the Poftmafters General, before they recom- 
mended this grant, had, as they al led ged, minutely enquired into the Ioffes fuf- Appendix (A) N* *. 
tained, and were perfectly fatisfied of the correftnefs of the Statements in the 
Memorial, and that Government would not have yielded to the prayer of it 
without all due information ; it is to be regretted that no evidence of that nature 
exifts at this day, and the more fo, as from the great infirmity of Sir John Lees, 
we are deprived of that teftimony whicli his intimate acquaintance with the 
whole tranfaftion would have qualified him to give. We have therefore been 
obliged to refort to fuch evidence as the nature of the cafe would admit of, which, 
though it confifts principally of the examinations of the perfons accufed, and ot 
documents coming out of their pofieffion, appears to us fufficicntly corroborated 
to warrant a fatisfafitory ebnelufion. The average Return for the Lein ft er Road 
j , for the three years ending the 5th of January 1801, was 47 quires 19 (beets, 
producing £. 849. ii\ id. Mr. Armit, who has conduced the bufinefs of the 
Leinfier Road for Sir John Lees, for nearly twenty years as he ftates, produced to A dix , B v j,, s 
us his books relating thereto, which he has verified upon oath ; we have alfo had ppffn 1X ' ' *' 

before us a Statement ext rafted from them by a perfon intelligent in accounts, 
and verified by his oath, exhibiting the lums received for Newspapers in that 
Road, and the payments made thereout in the above three years, and from an ppen 1X ^ * ' 

examination of thefe documents it appears to us, that the net produce or the 
average profits of the Road, as returned to the Poftmafier General, were fome- 
what Iefs than their aftual amount as fhown by this Account, and the number of 
Papers Hated to have been the circulation of this Road, being compared with 
the quantity produced by the payments to Printers, appear to be alfo lefs than 
the actual quantity fo found to have been i (Tued, and that the circulation of the ppen 1X ' , 

Road was under-rated accordingly ; to this Return no objection can be made, it 
being decidedly in favour of the Public. 

The average Return of the North Road was 24 quires 3 (beets, and theproduce 
£. 408. 10. Mr. James Twigg, the Clerk who held the North Road in 1802, Appen( fc x ( B yN»9. 
fucceeded to it about the middle of the year 1799, and was foon after obliged 
from ill health to difeontinue doing duty as an efficient Officer in the Poll Office. 

He was, as we are informed, an able and intelligent Officer, but his infirmities feem 
to have rendered him incapable of conducting bufinefs with his former ability. 

His Return of the profits of the Road for the three years ending 5th January 7 1801, 
appears, (he having been in pofieffion of the Road for about half that time only) A PP en IX ' ' 
to have been made up .from an Eftimate of its produce previous to his appointment, 
according to the information afforded him by the Clerk employed by his prede- 
ceffor, and from a view of the amount thereof while he held the Road himfelf; 
and he ftates that in framing the Account he proceeded upon the principle of 
exhibiting the net profits or aCtual income that might be derived from the circu- 
lation of the Road, and that he endeavoured .to make it up as correftly as he could, 
expefting to be called upon to verify it upon oath. This Officer does not appear 
to have kept any regular Caffi Accounts of the produce of the Road, his principal 
book, called the Correfponding Book, containing only tire names of the perfons 
ordering Newspapers, and the time for which they were fupplied, without any 
entry of the date of payment of their fubferiptions, his actual receipts therefore 
within any period could not be now afeertained, as when a Paper appears to have 
been ordered in one year and difeontinued in another, there are no means of 
diftinguidiing the year in which it was paid for; at the fame time the produce of 
the Road for a number of years, might be afeertained from fuch entries with a 
I tolerable degree of correctness if they were regularly made, but in diftant years 
they appear in many 7 inftances fo mixed and confided, that wedo not think it would 
be practicable at prefent to make out from them an exaft Account. His profits 
as returned amount -d. as we have before mentioned, to ,£. 408. 10. being at the 
rate of about i 3.?. 6 1 d. a Paper; but confide r ing that the circulation of the Road 
previous to his appointment, is reprefented to have been from 22 to 30 quires 
a night, the latter quantity having been circulated in thefirft year of the period Appendix (B)N* 9. 
for which the average was taken, we think it. probable, fuppofing his predeceffor 
to have been fubjefri to no greater lofs than the other Clerks, that he under-rated 
his income, and this feems to have been his intention ; for as the former Clerk 
36G. c c had 
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had died, without leaving fufficient funds to fulfil his engagement with fuch of 
his Correfpondcnts as had paid for their Newspapers in advance, he was obliged, 
on fucceeding to the Road, to give, credits to a much greater extent than had been 
the practice, the Public being unwilling to deal with him on any other terms, and 
therefore he dated his income at what he conceived the Road, under fuch eircum- 
ftances, was likely to produce, and by fo much as it was under-dated in his Return, 
taking the circulation not to have been overrated, it was in favour of the Public. 

Mr. William Maturin, the Clerk of the Munftcr Road, returned his average for 
the three years on a circulation of 21 quires 10 flieets, producing £. 378. o. 6. 
Appendix (B) N° a . f ,ates > ^ 1at he has no books of Account relating to his Road* of an earlier date 
than about the middle of the year 1800 j but he produced to 11s a paper, which he 
accidentally difcovered fince the commencement of this inveftigation, and which 
he appears to have ufed while he was making up his original Return, for the purpofe 
of entering on it his receipts and payments as he extracted them from books or 
other documents. Among the payments to Printers for Newspapers, as fhown by 
this document, there appears to be a blank left for the fums paid for the Paper 
•called the Evening Poft, as if he did not then know the amount thereof, though 
it muft have been afterwards afeertained to enable him to complete his Return; 
and the inference to he deduced from the view of this original document. “ that 
fuch Be! urn was made up from Accounts of their actual receipts and payments," (as 
the Clerk frames in his evidence to have been) is corroborated by our finding that 
the funis actually paid for the Evening Poft in the three years ending 5th January 
Appendix dDN" 12. 1801, of which we have an exa6tAccoui.it, together with thole fet forth as paid for 
other Papers, and a fum of £.50. per annum for the expcnce of management, 
being deducted from his receipts within the fame period, would leave a balance of 
Appendix (B)N*i 3. net ( eeei P ls ’ the average of which is only 2 s. 3 d. fhort of the fum he returned 
as his average profit for the three years. The Account of the fums fo paid for the 
Evening Poft. was furnilhed to us and verified upon oath, by a perfon to whom the 
management of the affairs of the Proprietor of that Paper had been committed by 
the Court of Chancery, and who being refponfible to that Court was confequcntlv 
obliged to be aecurate in keeping his Accounts. The profits-, as fet forth in this 
Return, rate at about 1 4?. 1 \ d. per Paper, but if the number of Papers he afeer- 
tained by the payment to Printers (to which we cannot fee aiiv object ion) allowing 
the price of Papers to be three findings and fourpence a quire before the increafe 
of the flamp duty in March 1798. when the price was raifed to 6s. Sd. a quire. 
Appendix (B)N"i 5. the circulation would be 18 quires 5 papers a-night, and the rate of profit would 
be x 6s. 7 Id. a Paper; accounting for the produce of the Road in the manner 
ufed by this Clerk, this inaccuracy will be found to have operated again tl the 
Public; we do not, however, therefore impute fraud to this Officer, who appears, 
from the document fubmitted to us, to have been in other refpeCts extremely 
exact in making up his Return; but we confider it as the refult of the fallacious 
mode of computing the circulation of Papers which was adopted. 



In eonfequence of the death of Mr. Ilarrifon, the Clerk of the Connaught Road, 
Appen4ix(A)N*i6. anf l Reprefentatives being unable, as they ft ate, to furnifh any fatisfaftory 
Accounts of the produce of that Road, we are not particularly informed of the 
mode in which be made up either iiis original or his fubiequent Accounts, but we 
think it may be fairly prefumed that he acted on the fame principle as the other 
Clerks. From the examination of the original Returns of the Clerks of the 
Leinflcr, Mimfter, and North Roads, it appears that they proceeded on the 
principle of returning as their profits the amount of their net receipts, or the 
balance remaining after the fu ns paid to Printers for the purchafe of Newspapers, 
and the expence of managing the bufmefs of their Roads, had been deducted from 
their grols receipts. If they were juftified by the terms of the arrangement in the 
principle oh which they framed their original Returns (as we conceive them to have 
been) fo long as cireumftances remain the fame, and that the Roads continued to 
be managed as they had been during the period of the Returns, it might be fairly 
prefumed that the rate of profits on an average of their amount, in a number of 
years, could not vary materially from that which the Roads appeared to have 
produced on the average of the three years, and therefore it cannot be inferred 
that the Clerks were actuated by improper motives in accounting fubfequentiy for 
Appendix (A) their profits at that rate. But in deciding upon the conduct of thefe Officers, the 
13—21. Poftmafters General appear to have confidered them as chargeable with the grofs 
profits of their Roads, and that their claim of compenfation in each ycarfhould 
have been founded on the deficiency of fuch profits. By grols profits is meant 

.that 
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that part of the Turn oharged by the Clerk for a Newspaper remaining after the 
price paid for it to the Printer has been deducted, and eonfequently as the Clerk 
charges £. 3. 8. 3. a year for a Paper furniflied to a fubfcriber three times a week, 
and pays thereout to the Printer £. 2. 1. 7. his grofs profits on fnch Paper 
amount to £. 1. 6. 8. If, however, the Clerks be accountable for their grofs 
profits, it would feem that the Returns made by them in 1802, fhould have been 
■framed upon the fame principle, but as we find that they contain Statements of 
their net profits, it would follow either that their original Returns are lfkewife 
fraudulent, or that it was not intended by Government or the Clerks that they 
fhould exhibit Accounts of grofs profits. It can fcarcely be prefumed, that 
Government would have confented to compenfate the Clerks for the deficiency of 
their grofs profits, for as the grofs profits are chargeable with the expence of 
management, and as Ioffes more or lefs will occur in conducing the bufmefs of 
the Roads, the net profits or actual income mud always be lefs than the grofs 
profits, fo that a Clerk would in fiich cafe derive a greater income from the 
number of Papers in which the circulation of his Road was deficient, than if fuch 
number had been aftually iffued, and the charge on the Revenue would be 
increafed in proportion. Thus, according to the quantity of Papers returned as 
circulated in the Leinfter Road, the grofs profits or nominal income of Sir John 
Lees on the average thereof, in the three years ending 5th January 1801, would 
have amounted to £.i,^qi-, and in the year ending 5th January 1803, they 
would have amounted to £.1,07 6 ; confequently the Clerk of the Leinfter Road, 

If compenfation had been granted for a deficiency of grofs profits, would have 
received in this year a fum of £.51 6, fubject to no deduction whatsoever, although 
his actual income was computed by bis annual Return to be only deficient in a 
fum of £. 270. 17. 2. It may be faid, that had the Clerks Hated in their original 
Returns the amount of their grofs profits, their application for compenfation 
would not have been acceded to — This, however, cannot be fairly aff'umed, as wc 
apprehend Government in that cafe would have decided, not from a view of their 
nominal but of their actual incomes, upon the alledged diminution whereof the 
arrangement of 1802 appears to have been founded. In this light it. muft have 
been underflood by Sir John Lees, for it cannot be fiippofed that having fo long 
pofl'effed the Leinfter Road he was ignorant of the rate of its grofs profits ; befides 
we find that aboj.it this period his attention had been particularly directed to the 
income he derived from it, having, as appears from a paper in his own hand- 
writing, produced to us by Mr. Armit, been employed in the month of September 
preceding the application of the Clerks, in making up an Account of his official 
•emoluments derived from every fource whatfoever, in which he ltated thofe 
produced by his privilege of circulating Newspapers to amount to the fum at 
which we find they were afterwards returned, on taking their average in the 
three years ending 5th January 1801. The Poftmafters General alfo, who 
■Vouched for the truth of the Statements made by the Clerks, would, when they 
enquired into the fubjeft, as they profeffed to have done, have detected their 
■fraud ; but when the Clerks, on applying for a permanent charge on the Revenue, 

■founded their claims on an alledged diminution of actual income, and Hated at the 
foot of their firft Returns that the apparent difference of the amount of the cal- 
culations arofe from the different expence attending the col left ion, they mauifcHIy 
fhowed that they did not mean to exhibit in the two years to which fuch Returns 
refer, a view of their grofs profits but of their net profits; and though their 
application for a permanent grant was refufed, the principle upon which the 
Account was made up was not objeft ed to, but rather recognized in Mr. Marfrlen’s 
fubfequent letter, nor were Government or the Poftmafters General unapprized, "PP eadlx (A)N 9 4 * 
that the Clerks profeffed to frame the Statements of the three years average on the 
■fame principle, for in order to fliow that they had not felefted the year 1800, as 
one the mod favorable to themfelves on account of the extent of its circulation, 
they ftate, that their annual profits on the average that had been taken exceeded 
their profits in that year, a comparifon that would not have holden, if the one 
Account contained a ftatement of grofs and the other of net profits; befides, when 
it was direfted that the Revenue fhould be charged with whatever fum the profits 
of the Clerks fheuld be deficient in any year of their average amount in the three 
years, while any furplus thereof was to be applied t o make up the deficiency of the 
profits of the other Clerks in aid of the Revenue, we coniider it to have been clear ly 
intended to fecureto thefe Officers aftual incomes ; whereas ihould they be charged 
with their grofs profits, as propofed by the Poftmafters General, a furplus might 
appear and be accordingly paid over by a Clerk, while his net profits might be lefs 

than 
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than the amount of his fixed income ; fuch we cannot prefume to have been the 
intention of Government, and yet all the calculations made by the Secretary of 
the Pod Office, proceed upon the notion of charging them with their grofs profits; 
the terms net profits and grofs profits are ufed by him indifcriminately as meaning 
the fame thing, and though feme enquiry was made as to the expence of managing 
the bufinefs of the refpedtive Roads, it appears to have been intended that an 
Account ihould be made up as between the Clerks and the Public without any 
reference thereto, or to the lodes that might have been incurred in conducting 
their bufinefs, although credit having been allowed them for fuch lodes in their 
original Accounts, they would be entitled to the fame in any fubfequent Account 
to be made up againft them. There appear to be only two ways, confidently with 
the arrangement of 1802, of framing fuch Accounts, the one by continuing to date 
Accounts of receipt and expenditure, charging the Clerks with the balance as the 
amount of their profits ; the other to make them up on the principle adopted by 
the Clerks, a mode, fuppofing the original Accounts to be correct, much more 
beneficial, as we conceive, to the Public than the preceding, ashy it a rate of profit 
being fixed and afeertained beyond which the Public could not be chargeable, in 
order to protect the Revenue againd fraudulent claims, it would only have been 
neceffary to fee that the number of Papers ifiued were truly accounted for: 
whereas if they had been required to date in each year. Accounts of receipt and 
expenditure, it would, we apprehend, have been extremely difficult to have checked 
fuch Accounts, fo as to have guarded againd the frauds that might have been 
pradtifed not only by the Clerks themfelves, were they fo difpofed, but by the 
perfons whom they neceffarily employed, and at the fame time prevent the 
extenfive Ioffes that might be incurred in confequcnce of neglect and inattention. 
It may be faid, that by the mode of accounting adopted by the Clerks, the Public 
V'as precluded from participating in any increafe that might take place in the rate 
of profit, while by its augmentation they would be receiving, contrary to the 
declared intention of Government, compenfation out of the Revenue and an 
increafed income in the ordinary way. Wc do not, however, confider thepaffage in 
Mr. Marfden's letter here alluded to, as referring to an augmentation of the 
rate of profit, which, fo long as the bufinefs of the Roads was managed in 
the fame manner, and under the fame circwndance as it had been previous to 
this arrangement, could not be expected to be confiderable, but that he in! ended 
to contrail the mode of compenfation fuggefled by himfelf, with that propofed 
by the Poftmafters General, and which if acceded to would have fecured to the 
Clerks a permanent income charged on the Revenue, while if by an increafed 
demand for Newspapers , the number circulated fliould exceed its former amount, 
they would be receiving compenfation and an increafed income in the ordinary 
way. But admitting that the incomes of the Clerks might, by the mode of ac- 
counting they adopted, he increafed, without the participation of the Public 
therein, we think it was for the benefit of the latter to allow them fuch a contin- 
gent advantage, as otherwife having no intereft in the produ&ivenefs of their 
Roads, they might ne^ledt their management; whereas the profpect of an augment- 
ed income, coafequent upon a careful and attentive management of their bufinefs, 
would induce them to endeavour to increafe the circulation of Newspapers, and 
thereby proportionally relieve the Revenue from the charge impofed upon it, at 
the fame time that the certainty of their being obliged to fuftain any lofs that 
might occafion a redueiion of the rate of profit would, it might be expef'ed, infure 
at. the leafl as much attention in managing their Roads after the arrangement, as 
they had exercifed before it. It may, however, be fuppofed, from the lownefs of 
the fixed rate of profit, that this mode of accounting has in fa6t been greatly to the 
disadvantage of the Public ; but, on the contrary, it appears that their computed 
profits in the feven years ending 5th January 1809. as ftated in their annual 
Returns taken together, have exceeded their adtual profits in the fame period, 
by the fum of £. 74. 17 s. of d. only. Therefore, were it now depending on the 
decifion of the Poftmafters General, we are of opinion that it would be moft 
advifable to leave the Clerks to manage their Roads at their diferetion, and to 
require that they fliould account for their profits according to a fixed and afeer- 
tained rate, per Paper, and though we have been prevented by the infirm (late of 
Sir John Lees’s health, from afeertaining the grounds on which, acting for the 
Public, he approved of the Account returned by the Clerks, we think it highly 
probable that he was influenced by confiderations fuch as we have ftated. But 
whatever may have been the motives that induced an acquiefcence in their mode of 
accounting, they leem to have uniformly adhered to it, and to have confidered 

it 
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it to have been fo eftablilhed as to preclude them from claiming compenfation 
upon any other grounds than a deficiency of their profits, computed in that man-' 
ner. On this principle the Clerk of the Leinfter Road, whofe Agent kept regular 
Accounts of the produce of that Road and of its difpofal, appears in feme years, Appendix (By 
fubfequent to the arrangement of 1802, to have accounted to the Revenue for 1 ‘7 1 
a furplus of profits according to their computed amount, at the fame time that 1,1 
his actual income was deficient of the fum guaranteed to him. The aftual profits 
of the Clerk of the North Road, as represented in his Accounts, have likewife Appendix(B) 
generally fallen Ihort of their computed amount; and thofe of the Clerk of the N°i7. N°i8. 
Munfler Road have been fo in fome inflances ; but both thefe Clerks ftate, that Appendix (B) 
conceiving the number of Papers circulated only, and not the aftual amount ot ts" 2. N°9. 
their profits to be material to their claim of compenfation, they kept Accounts of Appendix (H) 
the produce of their refbeBive Roads only to enable them to check the payments N°u— 14. 
of their Correfpondents ; hence the annexed Accounts of their receipts and pay- 
ments in the feven years ending 5th January 1809 are defective, in as much as 
the fums which are dated therein to be paid to Printers are, with a few exceptions, 
not the aftual amount of fuch payments, but are eftimated according to the 
quantity of Newspapers they returned, as having been circulated by 1 hem m 
each year. So far, however, as the Accounts relate to their receipts, thefe 
Clerks have verified them upon oath ; the Agent of the Clerk of the Leinfter 
Road has alfo verified his Accounts, both as to receipts and payments. To A dlx(B)N . ig . 
obtain the information afforded us by thefe feveral Accounts, it was neceflary to 
refort to the Clerks themfelves, there being no documents at the Poll-Office 
from which Accounts of the actual produce of the Roads could be framed ; 
and it is but juftice to them to declare, that they readily fubmitted their 
books to our Infpeftion, and anfwered every queftion we put to them, not 
only without any evafion or reluftance to difclofe the truth, but with every 
sopearance of zeal to forward our enquiry. Each Clerk’s Account Handing 
upon diftinft grounds, we Avail proceed to point out the difference between the 
computed profits as lliewu in the annual Returns, and the aftual profits of each 
according to their Accounts of receipt and payment, at the fame time that, 
adhering to the principle on which they made up their Accounts, we ftate what 
the amount of their computed profits ought to have been, after correcting the 
errors in the original Returns, and fuch as we have had the means of difeovenng 
in their fubfequent Accounts, arifing from the quantity of Papers circulated not 
being accurately ascertained (wherever fuch inaccuracies appear to have operated 
to the difadvantage of the Public) which in our opinions are the only grounds 
upon which a charge can now be made againft them, 



It appears from the Accounts ext rafted from the books of the Leinfter Road, Appendix (B) 
that the net produce thereof in the feven years ending 5th January 1809, amounted ^ 7 l6> 
to £. 5,985. 18. 8. from which deduaing X-3'4- 10. 8. paid thereout to the 
other Clerks in aid of the Revenue, there remains for the Clerk an aftual profit 
of .£■ 15,671. 8. o. being <£,149- 4. 4- lefs than the total amount ofhis computed Appe« dlx ( B ) N l0 - 
profits within the fame period. His computed profits, after dedufting the fame Ibid, 

fum of .£.J 1 4- IO - 8 - amounted in the feven years to <£■ 5,506- J- 8. being Ihort Appendix (A) N°8, 
of the amount of his fixed income within that period by the fum of «£-437- 7> 8 - N ° l8, 

which he received out of the Revenue, but afterwards paid back ; and as the error 
committed in his original Return, in under-rating his average circulation of News- 
papers, was as before Hated in favour of the Public, we cannot fee any grounds 
upon which a charge can he fubftantiated againll the Clerk of this Road, on the 
principle of accounting which we have adopted. 



The aftual profits of the Clerk of the North Road, during the feven years ending Appendix (B) 

5th January 1809, as exhibited by the Account of his receipts and payments, N°ii— 
have been lefs than his computed profits by £. 62 1. 3. 3. We confider, however, 
that he has now no claim upon the Public upon that account, as he has received 
the whole amount of the compenfation hs was entitled to according to the mode 
of accounting we have deferibed, and which we conceive to he binding both 
upon him and the Public. The Ioffes which this Clerk has fuftained are, we 
apprehend, to be attributed in fome refpefts to his being obliged to give extenfive 
credit to his Correfpondents, hut principally to his infirmities, which feem to have 
rendered him incapable of paving fufiicient attention to the bufinefs of Ins Road, 
in order to proteft him againft the frauds and negligence of thofe to whofe 
management he was under the necelfity of confiding it; for fuch Ioffes, however, 
we do not confider the Public to he refponfible. In the year ending 5th January 
3 66. dd 1809, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Appendix(B)N 0 i6. 



-Appendix (B)N®2. 



Appendix (B)N® 15. 



A.Ppendix(B) N 0 iC. 



-civ (Ireland.) SUPPLEMENT to the Ninth Report of the [Poft-Office.] 
1809, this Clerk returned his circulation for that year to be 20 quires 7 fheets; 
whereas by the Accounts produced to us in which his payments to Printers for 
that year are dated, his circulation muft have been 24 quires 21 fheets, bein'* a 
fliort return of 4 quires ^flieets, which at 13 s. 6 f r/. per Paper, the average rate 
of his profits amounts to £. 77. 3. 9. we propofe that he fhouid be now chargeable 
with this fum. 

With refpeft to the Clerk of the Munfter Road, the amount of his actual profits 
has exceeded their computed amount in the feven years ending 5th January 1809, 
by°£- 380. 19. 10 f. but on the principles aboveftated, we do not confider him now 
chargeable on that account. In the firfl five years, however, it appears that the 
former exceeded the latter by only a fum of <£.43. but in two of thefe five years 
the actual profit was lefs than the computed profit by £. 164. The great dis- 
proportion, however, between their refpe&ive amount in the laft two years, the 
Clerk confiders to be owing to his Correfpondents having been more regular in 
paying their fubfcriptions in advance, and in renewing them after thev had 
expired, fo that the Ioffes confequent upon his continuing as was his praClice to 
furnifli Newspapers to Subfcribers, after the time for which they had been ordered 
was elapfed, and whofe fubfcriptions were not renewed, were diminiibed. This 
Clerk Hates, that not keeping Accounts of the produce of his Road by way of 
D r and C r he was not fenfible of their variation, and it indeed appears that during 
the whole of the period the fums which he entered in his books, as received from 
his Correfpondents, were not even totted, they afford, however, fome proof of the 
uncertainty and fluctuation to which the income ariling from the exercife of this 
Privilege is fubjeCt, and the advantage to the Public of having a rate of profit fixed 
and afcertained beyond which it fhouid not be chargeable. We have already 
Hated the error committed by this Clerk, in returning the number of Papers cir- 
culated in his Road on the average of the three years ending 5th January 1801, 
making up the Accounts therefore, after correction of this error, as they fhouid 
have been returned in the feven years ending 5th January 1809, fo r the purpofe 
of claiming compenfation, it will appear that this Clerk is now indebted to the 
Public in a fum of £. 336. 9. 11. 

Such has been the refult of our enquiries into this fubject, which fhouid have 
been fubmitted, as we had intended, at an earlier period, had we not been 
prevented by other matters of greater public concern, from yielding to it that 
portion of time and attention, which from its complication and obfeurity it 
unavoidably required. 

It is to be regretted that an invefligation, fuch as we have heflowed on it, did 
not precede the removal of the perfons accufed from their fituations ; for although 
■vve muft cenfure the loofe manner in which they afcertained their yearly circula- 
tion of Papers, and have pointed out the inflances in which the public intereftS 
were aflefted thereby, yet there do not appear to us grounds for attaching to their 
conduct a charge of fraud : we are confequently of opinion, that their former 
unimpeached characters and length of fervices, Humid have induced, for an irregu- 
larity fuch as we have deferibed, a milder courfe than difmiflal from office. 
At the fame time we confider it. incumbent on us to declare, that we are con- 
vinced the Poitmaflers General acted from a laudable and anxious zeal for the 
public fervice, and under impreflions of guilt, which we are by no means furprized 
Were, on the firH impulfe, excited by the reprefentation of their Secretary ; but 
which, if our conclufions are jiifily formed, a more deliberate examination into 
the cireumflances of the cafe would have removed. 



Office of Enquiry, 
Dominick Street, Dublin, 
1 8th May 1810. 



J. S. ROCI 1 FORT, 

FRED. GEALE, 

ROBERT ALEXANDER, 

CH A. STEWART HAWTHORNE, 
JOHN HAMILTON. 



(L. 5.) 
(l. s.) 

(L.S.) 

(r.. s.) 
(l. s.) 
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APPENDIX. 



(A.) 

MEMORIALS and LETTERS to the POSTMASTERS GENERAL. 

(B.) 

ACCOUNTS, and EXAMINATIONS. 



(A.) No. x. 



To the Right Honourable the Postmasters General. 

The MEMORIAL of the Clerks of the Roads, 

Humbly Sheweth, 

T H AT the employments of your Memorialifts are the higheft in the Interior Depart- 
ment, and the principal reward to which the Junior Officers can afpire, as a recom- 
pence for years of diligent and laborious duties, which each of your Memorialifts have dll- 
charged, irreproachably, for nearly Forty years. 

That the Salaries of the Clerks of the Roads in London are Three hundred pounds per 
annum, independent of their emoluments, whilft thefe of your Memorialifts are only from 
Forty to Sixty pounds per annum ; and the value of their employments alrnoft lolely depends 
on tneir privilege of fending Newspapers to the Country, a privilege equally enjoyed by the 
Clerks ot the Roads in London. 

That at the period this privilege was annexed to their department, it was a full compen- 
fation for the unallnels of the Salary, being attended with no expence (the Printer furnilh- 
ing the Paper gratis) and producing an annual income of from Six to Eight hundred pounds. 

That from the operation of the Stamp Aid, and other concurrent caufes, the emoluments 
arilingfrom this privilege have been conliderably diminiffied ; nevertheless, as the Proceed- 
ings of Parliament uniformly excited the public attention, the increafed demand for Papers, 
at the periods of their Meetings, compenfated in i'ome degree for the general diminution • 
and there yet remained to your Memorialifts an income fufficient for decent, though very 
limited competence. 

That in confcquence of the Union, and the tranflation of Parliamentary Intellioence from 
this Metropolis, this foie remaining fource of emolument has gradually failed, die demand 
for Papers has rapidly and progreihvdy decrcafed, as will appear by the annexed Statement- 
and your Memorialifts, alter a fervice of alrnoft Forty years, in an advanced period of their 
-lives, and with the incumbrance of families, are left with the melancholy prolpect of being 
reduced to an income inadequate for bare fupport. 

That your Memorialifts have, for more than a year pall, fubmitted in filence to thefe diffi- 
culties, as they would ,not prefume to addrefs your Lordffiips till they could afeertain the 
pi'elent amount of their lobs, and its probable future extent. This, from a view of the paft, 
'•they do not helitate to lay will probably in a few years nearly annihilate thel'c emoluments. * 
Under thefe embarraffing circumftances your Memorialifts beg leave to fubmit this repre- 
fentation to your Lordffiips, in the humble but earneft hope that, through the humane inter- 
ference of your Lordffiips with Government, they may obtain fuch compenfation as to their 
wilcldm and juftice ffiall feemmeet. And they are encouraged in this Lope by the grateful 
recollection, that when by the operation ot the A6t which l'eparates the Poll Offices of 
England and Ireland, your Memorialifts were deprived of fending Engliffi Newspapers, the 
then Government, with the molt liberal fpirit of conlideration, gave them compenlation to the 
full amount of the lofs they l'uftained, although at that period they were left in pod'effion of 
the emoluments arifing from Iriffi Papers, of which they are now nearly deprived by the 
operation of the Act of Union ; nor can they forget that in every inftance, where fimilar 
Ioffes have been fuftained by the operation of that Act, the fame liberal and beneficent fpirit 
has been gracioufly and uniformly exerted to the relief of the l’ulierer*. 

May 
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May it therefore pleafe your Lordfhips to take the cafe of your Memorialifts into your 
humane eonfideration, and to adopt fuch meafures for their relief as to your wifdom and 
juftice (hall feem meet, and 

Your Memorialifts will pray, 

(Signed) Henry Harrifon, Clerk Connaught Road. 
James Twigg, Clerk North Road. 

lV m Maturin, Clerk Munfter Road. 

Comparative View of the Roads at the periods immediately preceding the operation 
of the Aft of Union, and the 5th of January 1802. 



Connaught Road: 

Former period - 28 quires 700 papers produce about - £. 407 10 — 

5th January 180a 2o D° 8 papers 518 ------- 352 



7 7 182 - - - - - lqfs .£.1.45 to. — 



North Road: 

Former period - 22 quires 2 papers 552 papers produce - - ,£.383 

5th January 1802 14 8 358 - 233 10 — 



7 19 194 .... lofs .£.149 10 — 



Munfler Road : 

Farmer period - 21 quires 525 papers produce ... ,£.372 10 — 

5th January 1802 14 2 papers 352 - - - - - 230 5 o 



6 23 173 lofs .£.142 5 — 



N.B. The apparent difference in thele calculations arifes from the different expence 
attending the collection. 

Obfervation iff. As thefe emoluments conftitute the principal part of the income of the 
Memorialifts, thefe defalcations, though inconliderable in themfelves, reduce their fttuations 
to fo low a ltandard, as not only to become a very inadequate compenfation for their long 
and faithful fervices, but infufficicnt for the fupport of themfelves and families. 

2nd. This alarming and rapid decreafe has taken place during a period of War, and con- 
tinues with increafing effect, though the public anxiety is yet coniiderably excited by the 
protraftion of the Definitive Treaty ; but in the event. of the eftabliflnnent of Peace, little 
doubt remains, but that every apprehenfion of your Memorialifts will be fully juftified, and 
their income reduced to little more than their l'alaries. 

Henry Harrifon , 42 years in office, falary £.60. per annum. 
James Twigg, 36 years in office, - - 40. — 

William Maturin, 40 years in office, - - 40. — 



(A.) No. 2. 

To the Right Honourable the Postmasters General. 

My Lords, General Poft Gffice, 13th February 1802. 

At the lame time that I fubmit, and earneftly recommend to the eonfideration of your 
Lordfhips, the accompanying Statement of the fituation of the Clerks of the Connaught 
Road, the Northern and the Munfter Roads, I beg leave to reprei'ent on my own behalf, 
that as the privilege of circulating Newspapers through the province of Leinftcr, is attached 
to the office of your Lordfhips Secretary, the fame caufes which have had luch a ruinous 
tendency in the reduction of their ufual incomes, the Union, have all'o operated in the 
diminution of my emoluments as Clerk of the Leinftcr Road; and for the reaions alfigned by 
thefe Geutleinen, I am perluaded the decreafe has by no means reached its lowed: flate of 
deprellion. I therefore intreat permiffion to identify my caule with theirs, and beg your 
Lordfhips will allow me to hope for your interference with his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
in our behalf. 

Thefe Gentlemen have fo fully and fo ftronsdy ftated their cafe, that it only remains for me 
to fay, that if ability, integrity, and length of fervice can give weigh t*to their claims, I can, 
from my ow n perfonal and official knowledge of them, teftiiy that they deferve every thing 
that can be done for their relief. 

For my own part I beg leave further to obferve, that for a period of nearly twenty-eigh* 
years, with the exception of about twelve months, during which time 1 held the appointment 
of Undersecretary in the War Office, I have l’erved in my prelent capacity, the l'aiary 
attached to which is precifely the fame new iis at my firfi appointment, nor have I ever 
during that period folicitcd any eonfideration for myfelf, upon occafions of general or other 
augmentation in the Poft Office department, nor have I attempted to avail mylelf, as from 
the length of my fervices, now above thirty-four years, I might have done, of the llefolution 
of the Houle of Commons rcl'pefting the retirement of Public Officers from the fatigue of 

official 
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official duty upon the full value of their employments, with the approbation of Government. 
And although from my advanced age and increasing infirmities the duty of my departments 
will in a great meal ure devolve upon my ion, who has been joined with me in the Patent a9 
Secretary of this Office, l am nevertheless defirous and determined to continue to take fuch 
& (hare in it as the Hate of my health will permit. 

My prefent falarv and allowances upon the Eftablifhment amount to no more than four 
hundred and thirty-two pounds, and I would fubmit it to your Lordlhips, in coniideration of 
the decrcafe in the emoluments arifing from the circulation of Newspapers, and in order to 
make iottife provilion for my fon, upon whom the weight of bufinefs will chiefly fall, w hether 
it may not be reafonable, under all the circumftances of the cafe, to hope that your Lordlhips 
will be pleafed to recommend an additional allowan. e of three hundred pounds per annum to 
be paid as an incidental charge, and to commence at fuch periods as your Lordlhips may 
think fit. 

Ilight Honourable I have the honour to be. 

The Poll M alters General, My Lords, &c. 

&e. &.c. &c. (Signed) John Lees, 

Secretary. 



(A.) No. 3. 

To His Excellency the Lcrd Lieutenant General and General Governor of 
Ireland. 

May it pleai'e Your Excellency, 

We beg leave to fubmit to the coniideration of your Excellency, a Letter which we hare 
received from our Secretary, together with the Statement therein refeired to from the 
Clerks of the Connaught, Northern and Munfter Roads; and to acquaint, your Excellency, 
that having made very minute enquiry reipeUcing the injury llated by thele Gentlemen to 
have been ffiftained in their refpe&ive fituations, and being perfectly latisfied of the correft- 
nel’s of thele Statements, we conceive ouri'clves called upon in juftice to thefe very merito- 
rious Officers, moftearneftly to recommend their claim to your Excellency’s coniideration; 
and this we are the more particularly impelled to do, when we confider that the lodes thefe 
Gentlemen have fuftained, have not arifen from any default on their part, but have unavoid- 
ably rel'ulted from a great political meafure which, in its general tendencies, we are convinced 
is fraught with the moft beneficial effects to the United Kingdom, though, unfortunately for 
them, it has militated fo ftrongly againft their particular interefts. 

Of the merits and fervices of our Secretary, we fliall only obferve, that they are too well 
•known to every Adminifiration in this kingdom for a long ieries of years, to Hand in need of 
«gay recommendation from us ; and of the other Gentlemen he has, in his Letter to us, and 
from a longer and more intimate knowledge of theqj, i'poken in terms highly honourable to 
them, and perfe&ly correlpondent with our fen timed ts„_ 

Under thefe circumftances, therefore, permit • us again to intreat your Excellency’s 
attention to their claims ; and to propofe that an annual allowance upon incidents be made 
ito each of thefe Gentlemen as follows, viz.— 

To Jolin and Edward I.ees, Joint Secretary - - - _ £. goo o o 

To Henry Harrilon, as Clerk of the Connaught Road - - 145 10 o 

To James Twigg, as Clerk of theHS mill Road - - - 14Q 10 o 

To W m Matuun, as Clerk of the Munfter Road - 142 5 0 

• Amounting in all to £. 737. 5. o. per annum. 

And we would further beg leave to propolc, that the lame may be paid quarterly ; and 
•that the firil payment may be made ou the 5th day of April next. 

(Signed) ELY. 

DROGHEDA. 



(A.) No: 4. 

My Lords, Dublin Caftle, 13th April 1S02. 

I am directed by the Lord I.ieutenqnt to acquaint your Lordlhips, that “his Excellency 
has taken into his coniideration your Letter of the ultimo, in which ycu recommend, in 
coniideration of the Ioffes luftained by the Clerks of the Roads in your department, by 
reafion of the dccrenie in the circulation of Newspapers in cenlequence of the Union, that 
a l'um ffiould be paid to each Clerk charged upon the Incidents of the Pofc Office, equal 
to the difference of the amount received by each Clerk on the 5th of January 1801, and the 
5th January 1S02. 

3^6. e e Ilih 



General Poll Office, 
16th February i'8oa. 
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His Excellency defires me toobferve, that lie does not conceive that a calculation made 
•at the period of the grcateli receipts, is fdfficient to warrant a permanent charge upon the 
Incidents to that amount, and that an average fliouid have been taken of three or more 
precedin'* years ; nor does his Excellency conceive that the decreafe is in fo great a degree 
to be attributed to the Union, as it is reprefented to your Lordfliips by the Clerks ot the 
Roads. The termination of the war, and the general change of iutereft m the affairs ot the 
Continent, muff have materially contributed to lciien the demand for the public Papers, a 
change to which the Clerks muft always have confidered themlelves liable, and from the 
di tad vantages of which they would be relieved whenever the public intereft fliouid be again 
excited. 

His Excellency, however, wifliing as far as poffible to accede to your Lordfliips recom- 
mendation, defires me to propofe for your Lordfliips confideration, that the prelent amount 
of the receipts for fupplying the Country with Newspapers fliouid be brought into one fund 
or joint flock, and that Vo much fliouid annually be added thereto out of the Revenue of the 
Poll Office, as fliouid enable your Lordfliips to lecure to each Clerk who held the office oa 
the 5th of January 1801, the amount to which he may now be confidered as entitled, 
upon an average of his fidary and profits for the laft three years at leatt ; at the fame time 
that if hereafter, by the increafe of the demand for Newspapers, the flock fund fliouid be 
increafed, the Revenue of the Poft Office may be relieved in the fame proportion, and that 
the Clerks may not receive their compeufation upon the Incidents, and alio an increafed 
income in the ordinary way. 

I have the honour to be. 

To the Right Honourable &c* &.c. 

The Poftmafters General, (Signed) A. Marfden. 

Sec. & c. &c. 



(A.) No. 5. 

g; r General Poll Office, 1 4th April 1 802. 

We beg leave to requeft that you will reprefent to the Poftmafters General, that we 
accept with great gratitude the propofition contained in his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant’s 
Letter to their Lordfliips, and are fully fatisfied to receive compenfation in the mode lug- 
gefted by his Excellency. 

At the fame time, in order to remove any impreffion his Excellency may have conceived 
of our calculation being made at a period of the greateft receipts, we think it our duty to 
obferve, that the receipts for die year ending 5th January 1801, were actually lefs by a lum 
of £.81. ii. 4- than the average of the three years ending at that period, which his Ex- 
cellency has been pleafed to fuggeft as the medium of compenfation, as will appear by the 
annexed Account; but we confidered ourfelves bound in our application, to confine ourlelves 
to the period immediately preceding the operation of the late A6t of Union. 

It only remains to be oblerved, that the Salaries of the Clerks of the Roads continue 
always the fame. 

(Signed) For Clerk of the Leinfter Road - - - W m Arm.it. 

Clerk of Connaught Road - - - II. Harrifon. 

Northern Road ------ James Tzcigg. 

Munfter Road ------- If'"* Matunn. 



Profits on Irifli Newspapers, on an average of three years to? ^ 2 15 g j J9 
5th January 1801 - - - - 3 ’ 

Profits on Irifli Papers on 5th January 1801 - - 2,067 6 6 





Difference - 


- =£.91 11 


4 


Profits on Irifli Papers as above, 


on 5th January 1801 


£. 2,067 6 


6 


Same, on 5th January 1802 - 





U 339 1 


6 




Total deficient - 


5 


0 



(Signed) W m Armit. 

II. Harrifon. 
James Tzcigg. 
W m Matunn. 
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(A.) No. 6. 

To his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of 
Ireland. 

Mav it pleafe Your Excellency, . „ ,, 

Having received a Letter from Alexander Marfden, Efq. by command of your Excellency, 
ru»BrfBng a mode by which your Excellency conceived the Clerks of the Roads ; might be 
iomrenfated for the Ioffes they have ftfftatned by thedecriafed circulation ol lrilh S.ews- 
panere, we immediately communicated the fame to toofe Gentlemen, and they have in 
conl'eouenee addrelled the Letter to our Secretary, which we herewith tranfmit, and by which 
vour Excellency will perceive that they arc perfectly fatisfied with the quantum ot compen- 
sation as well as with the mode of receiving it ; and we have only further to trouble vour 
Excellency for fuch directions as may authorize us to carry your Excellency s luggettion 
into effect. We have - *«• 

(Signed) ELY. 

l4 th April i*». DROGHEDA. 



(A.) No. 7. 

My Lords, Dublin Caftle, 3d May 1802. 

The Lord Lieutenant has received your reprefen tation of the 14th ultimo, relative to the 
•mode propofed by my Letter of the 11th of April, for compcniatmg the Clerks of the Roads 
for the Ioffes they have fuftained by the decreafed circulation ot Info Newspapers, and 
fi<mifyin< r that the quantum of compenfation propofed, as well as the mode ot receiving it, 
is°perfecuy fatisfaClory : and in confequcnce thereof I am commanded by his Excellency, to 
lignifv to you his deiire that you will take the neceffary mcaiurcs lor carrying the mode of 
-compenfation into effect, according to the terms of my faid Letter ot the nth ot April. 

I have the honour, Sec. 

Eight Honourable (Signed) A. Marfden. 

The Poftmafters General. 



(A.) No. 8. 

Mr. LEES’s Report to the Poftmafters General, as affecting the Condudt of 
the Clerks of the Roads. 

My Lords General Poft Office, 5th Ocftober 1809. 

It having fu’ggefted itfelf to me upon a recent occafion, to examine with more attention 
than has hitherto been conceived neceffary, the Returns turnilhed by the different Clerks 
of Roads, of the amount of their profits arifing from the circulation of Newspapers 
through their refpective dittrids. I beg leave to inform your Lordlhips, that I have for tome 
time Sail been occupied in inveftigating the fubjedl; and during the progrels ofmyen- 
•ciuirv, fuch circumftances have occurred, and fuch dilcovenes have been effected, that 1 reel 
myfelf imperatively called upon by every tenfe of public duty to fubmit to you the refult, 
and to folicit your Lordlhips l'erious attention thereto. 

In reporting to your Lordlhips the fa&s, it is not neceffary to ftate to you the nature 
of the privileges exercifed by the Clerks of Roads, or the proportion the circulation of 
Papersf and confequcntly the profits bear to each other ; with the one your Lordlhips are 
already efficiently acquainted, and as to the other, much more conclufive evidence can be 
adduced to prove the exaCt annual value of each Road to its polielior. 

Immediately fubfequent to the Union, the Clerks of the Roads, in a Memorial to the 
Poftmafters General, reprefented that in conlepuence of the operation of that meal uie, the 
number of Newspapers circulated under their privileges had experienced fuch diminution, 
and was fo likely lhll to be decreafed, that their incomes had not only been already much 
deteriorated, but would probably experience a lpeedy and total extinction. In coniequence 
of this Memorial, the Poftmafter General ftated the matter m inch a point ot view to the 
Lord Lieutenant, that his Excellency, in a Letter dated 12th April 1802, directed towards 
eftablilhing a compenfation for their fuppofed Ioffes to a certam annual amount, which 
was reprefented to his Excellency as the average profits yearly derived to them, that a 
certain average iliould be formed, from which could be deduced the annual circulation of 
the Papers and the profits arifing from their fale, and this being aftertamed, was admitted 
bv Government, and by its order the Poft Office Revenue was made iecunty to guarantee 
to each Clerk, in the event of the greater reduction in the circulation, the income which was 
.thus recognized as the fair and juit value of each Road to its pofieiior. 
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The Ro'ads confided then as at prefent of four in number, and were divided as fol- 
lows, viz. : 

The Leinfrer and moft valuable Road was poffefled by the Secretary, and his income 
kom the orcjcile oi his privilege, was fixed at £. 849. i.‘ 4. per annum. ' 

The Connaught Road was then in the hands of the late Henry Harrifon, now poffclTed 
by VV llliam Dunlevy, Efq. and its annual profits fecured to £. 523' 6s. 

The North Road by James Twigg, Efq. and its profits fixed at ,£.408. to*. 

The Mu after Road, by William Maturin, Efq. who had an income fecured to him of 
£.378. os. 6d. a-ycar. 

Under tins regulation of Government, which thus liberally fecured t the Clerks of the 
Roans what they acknowledged as their incomes, it was alto efiab.iiheU, tn.it 1.1 proportion 
as the ifch-culatioii 1 ot any one Road would extend its ftandard average, the overplus of profit 
Ihould be divided, according to their individual proportions, among the remaining Roads, 
and thereby dimmilh the fuin which, under the circum fiance of a general deficit die Poli- 
Omce J reaturer would have been called upon to make good. 

Upon tins principle the Roads, I beg to ftate, have been fuppofed to have been fince 
managed ; and under the Government Regulation, the Returns from the Clerks of the Roads 
iind the bums they have relatively received from the Revenue, between the 5th January 
1803, aud the 5m January iSoq, have been as followed), viz 



LEINSTER ROAD. 


CONNAUGHT ROAD. 


Stj 


,t»d Profits. 


Paid by Poit-OiTice. 


Stated Profits. 


Paid by Poll-Office. 


January. 

1S03 

1804 

1805 
4R06 . 

1807 

1808 
1S09 


£■ s - d. 

578 4 2 
701 17 4 
861 13 4 

842 12 0 
836 3 4 
982 1 1 4 
1,017 » ° 0 

Total £. 


£■ d. 

270 17 2 
>47 4 0 

6 8 6 
12 18 0 


January. 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 


£. s. d. 
324 12 6 
412 6 3 
3<>5 16 0 
3S7 6 0 
3 8( > 5 0 
394 6 0 
452 8 7 

Total £. 


£■ '■ d. 
198 13 6 
110 19 9 
157 10 0 
136 0 0 
>43 > 0 
129 0 0 
70 17 5 


437 7 8 


94® > 8 


North road. 


MUNSTER ROAD. 


Sta 


ted Profits. 


Paid by Pod-Office. 


Stated Profits. 


! Paid by Poll-Office. 


January. 

1803 

1804 
rSo.5 
1806’ 

1807 

1808 

1809 


£■ *• d. 

>99 7 0 
250 4 3 
257 18 3 
202 19 0 
232 13 9 
297 7 11 
339 18 8 

Total £. 


£■ d. 

lug 3 0 
158 5 9 
150 11 9 

>75 >® S 

111 2 1 
68 1 1 4 


January. 

1803 

1804 

1 805 

1 806 

1807 

1808 

1809 


£. *. d. 
178 8 0 
198 12 0 
185 2 6 
>8z 5 9 
216 3 0 
284 14 8 

32 3 17 4 

Total £. 


£■ «. d. 
199 12 0 
179 8 6 
192 18 0 
>95 4 9 
161 17 6 
93 5 9 
54 3 2 


1,079 » 2 


1,076 9 8 



‘ t will appear to your Lord (hips, that fince the year in which the compenfation was 
granted, the ulledged diminiflied reduction in the profits of the different Roads, has required 
and obtained payments amounting in the whole to the fum of £.3,539. o. 2. from which if 
deducted the futns refunded as the overplus of the Leinfier Road, and difiributed among the 
remaining three, the fuppofed deficiency actually required demauds upon the Revenue iu the 
ium of £. 3,224. 16. 8. 1 r 

From the nature of die profits themfelves arifing from thefe privileges, the mode of their 
management and colledlion, and, above all, from the refpe&abiiity of the perlbns exercifing 
them, it has never been deemed neceffary to eftablilh any more fatisfadforv check upon their 
annual amount, tban {heir own immediate certificate, which has ever been received conclufive 
or their correctnefs; neither did Government, in adjufting and dire&ing the mode to be 
observed in preparing the annual receipts from the profits on the Papers, fugged, much lei’s 
point out for adoption, a more authentic Return, nor have either the Hoards of Accounts 
, ior. Enquiry, in their examination of tile proceedings of the Poll Office department, and of 

this 
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this Item of Us expenditure, conceived it neceflary to refort to any more fubftantial evidence 
to eftablifh the juftice of the dilburfements to which on this -account the Revenue has been 
fubje&ed. 

Having fubmitted to your Lordfhips the principle upon which the compenfation was 
originally fixed, the alledged deficiencies in each Road, and the turns obtained for i'uch for 
eacli l'ucceffive year fince it was fir 11 granted ; I (hall now ftate to you the dealings exifting 
between the Clerks of Roads and the Editors with refpedt to the purchafe of their prints, as 
eltablilh the price at which the former ditpofe of them to their Correipondents, and which 
c onfequently conftitute the profits derived to them from their fale. 

For every Print publiflied three times in the week, I find that to the Editor is paid annually 
£, 2. i. 7. and for the lame Print is paid to the Clerks of the Road *£.3. 8. 3. leaving a 
nett profit of £. 1 . 6. 8. from each Correfpondent, and for every Daily Paper* there was 
derived a proportionate profit of £■ 2. 13. 4. 

By applying this calculation to each quire or twenty-five (beets of paper purchafed, I find 
that a nett profit arifes to the Clerk of the Road of, for a Print of a three day publication 
£. 33. 6. 8. and confequently for a Daily Paper, from a quire or 25 Iheets is derived a profit 
of c£V66. 13 4 + 

In a further reduaion it will be found, proceeding upon the fame calculation, I find that 
for every quire purchafed from the Editor a payment is made of 6s. 8 d. and that it is circu- 
lated by the Clerk of the Road at 10s. 11 id. leaving a profit on every 25 (beets of 4?. 3\d 1 
and applying this to the purchafe of every Angle flieet, it appears that to the Editor is paid 
about z\d. and to the Clerk of the Road 5 \d. for each iheet, being a profit of 2 Ar d. upon 
every individual fheet of paper circulated. 

Havin'*- poffefTed myfelf of this information, and eftabliflied beyond a doubt the value of 
each Paper dilpofed of, without however taking into my calculation the expences of management 
to which the Clerks of Roads were liable ; it only remained to afeertain the number of Paper* 
circulated, in order to eftablifh the grols profits annually arifing from the exercile of their 
privileges, and with a view to obtain this information without calling upon the Clerks them- 
lelves, = or applying to the only remaining alternative, but the mode determined upon, the 
.Editors, I beg to ftate, I directed the Prefident of the Inland Department tofurnifli me with 
a corredf Return of the number of Papers tranfinitted by the Clerks of Roads, on any two 
fucceffive nights, thereby meaning to comprize in my eftimate of value, the Prints, that had 
a publication of three as well as of fix days in the week. 

The Account was taken upon Thurfday and Friday, the 30th and 31ft of Augufl laft, 
and the refult was as follows : viz. 

Leinfter Road: 

30th 31ft 

Papers 531 - - 1,051 - - - - - Total 1582 

Connaught Road : 



277 - - 611 ------ - 888 

North Road : 

273 - “ 387 ------- 660 

Munfter Road : 

213 - - 362 ------- 575 



’Unable to diftinguiQi how many of the above-ftated Papers were publiflied daily from thofe 
.publiflied but three times in the week, and confequently without the power of making an 
exaCt calculation of the profits thereby derived to the Clerks of the Reads for the year 
averaged from their then Corrcfpondents, I was induced to eftimate their value, and calculate 
their produce at 4 «- 3 \d. each quire, thereby reducing the whole number to the average of 
25 Iheets at 2 ^d. each iheet, and upon this principle I believe 1 am warranted in ftating, 
and perhaps under-rating the value that the annual profits of each Clerk, eftimated at the 
above average, would produce to each as follows : viz. 

Leinfter Road - - «£. 2,100 0 o 

Connaught D* - • 1*163 4 0 

North D* - - 864 10 o 

Munfter D° - - 767 o o 

A Return fo very unexpected, a circulation of Papers in number far exceeding, what had 
ever been returned by the Clerks of Roads, and manifeftly producing a profit that no official 
Document or other Voucher authorized me to conclude arofe from their privileges, forced me 

fos 



• There is one Daily Paper, of which the price, by the Editor, ha» been raided within theft tew 
tnomhs part. 

| With the exception of the Print alluded to -in the above reference. 

366. f f 
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for tlie fiift time to fufpedi that there exided fome grofs mifmanagement (to fay no worie of 
it) in the mode of conducting their reipedtive Koads; and impreiled me with the nec - i.ty 
of inftituting a minute enquiry, in order to alcertam, if pollible, the emoluments derived by 
thefe Officers for the Jail year. 

The circulation of Papers is confined to the following Prints : viz. 

Daily Papers : 

Correfpondent Hibernian Journal 

Freeman’s Journal Saunders. 

Three Day Papers : 

Evening Polt Evening Herald 

Hibernian Telegraph Dublin journal 

lri fli Packet 

Weekly Mcffenger. 

OF thefe ten prints the circulation is chiefly engrofied by the Correfpondent, Evenin'* 
•Polt, Dublin journal, Freeman’s Journal, and Telegraph, and to their Proprietors, as well as 
-thole of the remaining Papers, 1 immediately wrote in your Lordfliips name, requefting 
that each Ihould fnmifh me with an account of the number of Papers furruflied to, and the 
-amount paid by each Clerk of. the Road for one year ending the 5th January lalt, in order 
that I might be enabled, with thefe Documents in my pofl'eflion, to determine with what 
juftice the Revenue was called upon to reimburfe for the alledged deficiencies of that year 
in the profits of the Roads. 

1 am forry to ftate, that, with the exception of two Editors, I found it a difficult-matter 
to obtain from any the information, and with the majority l have altogether failed, . refufnig 
■ or pretending that" they cannot I'umilh me with the defired Returns. 

From fuch as have fumiflied me with the Returns, I am concerned. to be obliged to ftate, 
that the rei'ult only tends to augment, in a confiderable degree, the fufpicions previouily ex- 
cited in my mind, by the information obtained from the Inland Office. 

Without entering into farther particulars or details, your Lordfliips, I prefume, will be 
enabled to judge of the grounds on which thefe fufpicions reft, from the annexed Statement, 
founded on Returns in my pofl'eflion, of the number of Papers purchaied from a very 
. limited proportion of the Editors, and the profit produced to the Clerks of t! e Roads, be- 
tween the years of 1808 and 1809. In fubinitting to your Lordfliips this Statement, I con- 
ceive it to be unnecclTary, towards eftablilhing the point I had in view in inftituting my 
.-enquiry, to make any comment, or to do more thau, in leaving the iubjecl in your Lordlhips 
.Lands, to lubfcribe mylclf. 

My Lords, your mod faithful, 

The Earls " and very refpectful fervant, 

0 ’iNeil and Clancarty. Edict S. Lees, Secretary. 

STAT EMC NT of Papers purchafed.by Jbe.CIerks of Roads, from the under- mentioned Editors, with 
the Price paid, and the Profit derive^ from their fide, tbi one year, ending 5th January 1809. 



LElNSTf.R ROAD. 



Name of Paper. 


Quires. *j 


Sheets. 


Payment. - 


, Profit. 


Unacknowledged. 


Correfpondent - - 


4.453 


1 .-T3 


£. s'. d. 

1.484 » 54 


£■ ’■ d. 
95 1 » 15 




livening Poll 


3. 0 7i 


— 


1,023 1.3 4 


1*55 15 




Dublin Journal 


854 


22 


284 18 2 


182 10 




freeman's D® 


224 


16 


122 2 lOf 


47 13 




1 Hibernian D® 


12 


18 


5^4 


3 8 a 




Totals 


| .8,616 


19 


2,920 12 2 


1,840 9 2 


822 19 0} 



Note— -Thefe calculations are all made at the rate of 4#. 3^ d. profit on each 25 (heets. 
l'or the two firft Papers. there are Returns;. the profits on the remainder are averaged. 



CONNAUGHT ROAD. 



Name of. Paper. 


Quires. 


Sheets. 


Payment. 


Profit. 


Unacknowledged, 


.Correfpondent 
Evening Poft • 

Total* R 

Note — For this and the x 


1,856 

1,684 


.9 


£• d. 

618 10 6 
561 6 8 


£■ *■ d. 
396 9 0 
359 1 


30312 <41 
lid. tors L-u, t!;» 


3 . 54 b | 
enuinlng . 


9 ’ j 

loads, no. 


1,179 17 2 
Returns could Le 0 


756 1 1 

Ltaiuid fiom the 



above two. 
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NORTH ROAD. 



Name of Paper. 


Quires. 


Sheets. 


Payment. | 


Profit. 1 


Unacknowledged, 


Correfpondenl 


1,860 


24 


£■ d. 

620 19 9 


£■ 3. d. ! 

397 3 9 




Evening Port 


828 


— - 


276 0 0 


i/5 16 3 




Totals 


2,688 


H 


8y6 19 9 


574 0 0 


234 1 4 



Note— 1 'hh Return is not minutely calculated. 



MUNSTER ROAD. 



Name of Paper. 


Quires. 


Sheets. 


Payment. 


Profit. 


Unacknowledged. 


Correfpondenl 


1,886 


5 


£. s. d. 
628 15 5 


£. 3. d. 

, 399 6 of 




Evening Poll - - 


810 1 




270 0 0 


172 19 if 




Totals 


. 2,696 


5 


8y8 15 5 


I 57* 5 2 


248 7 S 



NUMBER of Papers circulated by the Clerks of the Roads, as acknowledged in their refpedive 
Returns in' Secretary's Office, for one year ending 5th January 1809 ; together with the Profits 
derived therefrom, at 4*. 3 f d. per Quire. 



LEINSTER ROAD. 



Return of Papers. 


Return of Profit. 


A dual Profit* 
if Daily Papers. 


Actual Profit, 
if Three-day Papers. 


Quires. 


- Sheets. | 


£■ «■ d. 


C ■ -■ d. 


£■ d. 


57 


— j 


1,017 10 0 


3,797 12 6 


1,898 16 3 



CONNAUGHT ROAD. 



Return of Papers. 


Return of Profit. 


Adual Profit, 
if Daily Papers. 


Adual Profit, 
if Three-day Papers. 


Quiies. 

*5 


Sheets. 

I 7 1 


£. 3. d. 

452 8 7 

NORT 


£■ d. 

1,683 l6 7 

H ROAD. 


£. d. 

841 IS 3f 


Return of Papers. 


Return of Profit. 


Actual Profit, 
if Daily Papers. 


A dual Profit, 
if Three-day Paper*. 


Quires. 

20 


: Sheets. 
1 7 


£. s. d. 

339 18 8 

MUNST 


£. s. d. 
i)35<> 14 0 

ER ROAD. 


£■ ••• A 
\ «75 7 0 


Return of Papers. 


Return of Profit. 


Adual Profit, 
if Daily Papers. 


A dual Profit,, 
if Three-day Papers. 


Quires. 

18 


Sheets. 

17 


£. 3. d. 

323 J7 4 


£■ - d. 

1,244 8 6 


£. 3 . d. 

622 4 3. 

- Calculation 
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SUPPLEMENT to the Ninth Report of th 
Calculation of Profits. 



[Appendix, 



Publication of three times a week is paid to Clerks of Roads 7 £ g 
in advance - - - - - * i 3 3 

Which, at 156 publications, amounts to 5! per Paper. 

The Clerks pay 6 s. 8 d. per quire, about 3 d. per Paper, 6 quires 7 £ „ 

6 papers annually (156) at 6 s. 8 <2. - - - J 



Profit on each Paper 
Or for each quire a year 



i 6 8a year* 
33 6 8 



Comparison of Charc.es. 

Per Paper. 

Clerks of Roads - .£.0 o 5^ 

Printer - - - 00 34 



Comparison per Annum. 

Clerks of Roads - if. 383 
Printer ---217 - 



Profit £. 1 6 



Per Quire 
£.0 10 11: 
068 



Per Quire, 
if. 85 6 3 
5 ' 19 7 

£• 33 6 8 



Lift of Irilh Newspapers Cent on Wednefday and Thurfday the 30th and 31ft Aug. 18091 





1,051 


1,582 


Mr. Lees. 


=77 


61 1 


883 


Donlevey. 


273 


387 


660 


Twigg. 


213 


362 


575 


Maturia. 




Total 


3 > 7°5 




470 


493 


9 6 3 


Proprietors of the Correfpondec 


230 


— • 


230 


of the Herald. 


58 


5 S 


116 


of the Hibernian. 


14 


14 


28 


of Saunders. 



Total Number fent 



186 fent for private individuals. 
5,223 

— , not included in the above. 



Weekly Mefienger, No. 
dfor Edward S. Lees, Eiq. 
ift Sept. 1809. 

Return of Evening Poll, for the year ending 5th January 1 809. 

Sir, 

The following is a Statement of- the number of Dublin Evening Polls furniflied the Clerks 
•of the Roads, from 5th January 1808 to 5th January 1809. The numbers furniflied for the 
years previous to this period, it is now impoffible to give an account of, the books having 
been loft. f remain, Sir, 

22d September 1800. Your obedient humble fervant, 

. John Magee, jun. 

Clerk of u>c Leinftcr Road, 3,071 quires at 6s. 8 d. £. 1,023 13 4 
Ditto Connaught 1,684 — 561 6 8 

Ditto M under S10 — 270 o o 

Ditto Ulller 828 — 276 o o 



Quires 6,393 £. 2,131 o o 

The following Sums have been received for Corfefpondent Newspapers for the year iJTi 







— 




. 




Leiniter Road. , 


M under Road. 


Connaught Road. 


North Road. 








£■ 


1. 


d . 


£■ 




d . 


L ■ 


d . 


£■ .. A 


January - 






108 


13 


4 


49 


0 


5 


48 18 


7 i 


46 8 1 


1-ebruary - 






1'3 


6 


4i 










8 


,676 


March 






i*3 


0 


0 




E 




54 5 


10 


50 14 2' 










4 


2 






Rif 


48 13 


1 1 




May 














(: 




54 18 


3 i 


46 12 6 


June • 






120 


12 


9f 


48 


7 


3 


47 5 


7 


46 8 7* 








122 


13 


1 


4 s 


»3 


1 


46 5 


7 


49 7 6 








*s« 


16 


.5 




7 




51 10 






September 






*34 


19 


5 




fr 


% 


53 18 






October - 






’35 


15 


3 




jl 1 •, 


gift 




6 




November 


- 




* 3 1 


lti 


5 




T 


'#9 








December 






Hi 


11 


2 




K 


cl 


56 ,8 


7 f 


57 1' 5 







£■ 


1.499 


5 


1 


625 


14 


6 


624 IQ Ilf 


617 12 7 
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(A.) o. 10.] 



Commiffionevs on FEES, GRATUITIES, &c. 



ex/ 



(A.) No. g. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Maturin to Edward S. Lees, Efq. 
g| r lft October 1809. 

In confluence of your letter, when my furgeon attended me this morning, I earnefUy 
exprefied my folicitude to wait on you this day, but he declared he could not anfwer for 
the confequences, and gave me tire enclol'ed certificate. 

Precluded thus from learning the nature and extent of your charge againft me by a per- 
fonal interview, it only remains for me at prefent to fend you the key ol my Office, m 
which will be found in the book rack my correfpondent and calh booxs tor the laft two 
years, which I moft cheerfully fubmit to your inl'peftion. At the end of the former you 
will fee the entries of the number of Papers lent, from which alone, as I before ftated, I 
drew the comparative ratio of my Road with the original ftandard, and my coniequent 
claim of compenfation for the deficiency. In calculating this claim, I ftated thus: It the 
original ftandard of 21 quires 10 papers produced «£.37°- "'hat would the average 
number of each year produce, and claimed credit for the deficit number of 1 apers at 
that rate ; for by the number of Papers alone I made up my Account, and not by the 
produce, which 1 never afeertained, as will appear by my cath books, which are not even 
caft up: indeed, I never confidered my caih book in any other light than as a 
check between me and my Correlporidents, to afeertain the payment of their lubicrip- 
tions. On the principle above ftated, 1 apprehend 1 fhall make no claim for coinpen- 
fation this year, becaufe the number of Papers will at leaf! equal if not exceed th e original 
ftandard, though the produce will be comparatively much lefs,.m confluence of the advanced 
price of the Correfpondent. This was the original mode of ftating qur claim for compen- 
fation, iari&ioned by the concurrence of your father, through Mr. Armit, and that of the other 
Clerks of the Roads, and adhered to ever fince. 1 muft here obferve, that fo tar from taking 
advantage of the beneficence of Government, the Clerks of the Roads haveexertedtheu- 
beft endeavours to leflen the amount of their claims, and with fuch fueceis that they have 
reduced it from about £. 800. the firft, to left than £. 30 . the laft year, to the beft of my 
recolle&ion. 

If, as 1 am informed, you have reforted to the Printers for the number of our Papers, I 
muft obferve, that it is a very inaccurate ftandard, for it was in confeqaence of their repeated 
furcharges, that I was obliged to employ Mr. A. Dejoncourt, not only to make up my Papers, 
but to check their Monthly Accounts, in which there are ftill frequent overcharges ; m proof 
of which 1 fhall only ftate, that in the month of Auguft laft, I was uniformly charged for 
otfe quire (even papers (32) every poll, by the Dublin Journal, when in fact I only lent 21, as 
Mr.Dejoncourt proved, in whole cuftody the Accounts of the number ot my Papers at 
prelent reft. 

I have now ftated, from recollection, every circumftance that occurs to me with refpect to the 
management of my Road, but I wait with impatience till the ftate of my health will permit 
me •in perlbn to give you every explanation in my power. This, I truft, will be m a few 
•days, for. I beg you to be affiired, Sir, no perfon can be mor anxious than I am to clear up 
.every circumftance relating to the lubjetft. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Y our moft obedient fervant, 

W m Maturin. 



(A.) No. 10. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Twigg to Edward S. Lees, Efq. 

Sir, . 

With the higheft refpect I beg leave to lay before you my correfpondent book in obe- 
dience to your command, and beg leave to oblcrvc, that it would be hardly poffible, from the 
frequent changes required by Gentlemen from one Paper to another, and alfo from change 
of refidence, to make out any lift from it with accuracy, to afeertain the grofs number of 
-Papers furnilhed to the North Road in the year 1808 ; a number of their Accounts too are 
not vet polled up, of fome that have paid and others that have not, as it would be impracti- 
cable dor me Juice your command to accomplifli it, but by to-morrow 1 truft 1 fhall be able 
to lav before you a corretft Statement of them, 1'upported by the bills and receipts of the 
Printers, all of which i truft in God are among my papers undeftroyed. During that 
period ,1 had the misfortune to employ n young man named James Stevenfoti, nephew to 
Mr. Allen, of Gleadowcs Bank, and brother to a man fometime a runner to that houfe. 1 
mention thele particulars to fiiew, any one as well as me might have with propriety employed 
him. However, he was robbing me confiderably, and ordered of the Printers, 1 difeovered, 
Papers to a ferious amount, which he fraudulently no doubt difpoled of, for he 
abl'conded inftantly on the difeoverv and made for America. In having employed him, and 
having paid for every Paper monthly lie fo robbed me of, I conceived an unlucky buiincls, 
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but every (beet of them being now again charged in vour Eftimate, is certainly aggravaiino- 
the mislortune ten thouland fold. It was my purpole to wait on you with the book but 
from mdilpofition I am unable to do fo. 

1 am. Sir, with the hidieft refpeft, 

Your moil obedient 

and very humble fervant, 

October 2d, 1809. 



James Trigg. 



(A.) No. 11. 



Soon as the above Report was completed for fubmittal to the Poftmafrers Gene-,, I 
Mr. Lees, previous to Submitting it required an interview with the Clerks of Roads and 
Mr. Harrifon s Reprelentative, and having obtained that, he reprefented to eacli the chanre* 
agamlt them as 1 let forth in his Report, and announced to them the necellity by which he 
felt himfelf obliged to lay the matter before their Lordlhips. l or this purpole Mr. Lees 
oioceeded to Balnnalloe to Lord Clancarty, and in the mean time he received letters from 
M ellr.s. Maturm and T^igg, ot whieh the following are copies. 



(A.) No. 12. 

Sjr Co Py of a Letter from Mr. Twigg to Edward S. Lees, Efq. 

I uec the liberty to flate that the Printers Accounts to me for Md'ulatf. 

have, however, I thank God, efcaped being burnt, a meafure 1 often adopt to rid myfelf of 
the multiplied}- of ufelefs papers my fituation inevitably produces; n.any of them were 
miflaid, and after a fearch of fome hours I collected them, and now lav tlmm before von 
James Stephenfon, my late Clerk, was in my ferv.ee the whole of the phriod, and S 3 
■ to take up Papers charged to my account, and fraudulently difpofed of them ; when detected 
it appeared to be at the rate of 48 flicets per week. J * ’ Uea detected, 

toL ft «mneaYo “ bc if 0< * to order my book 

I am, Sir, with the highefl refpedl, 
r-n ..or tw* your mod obedient 

Edward S. Lees, Efq. and very humble fervant. 

Secretary, Stc. 8cc. See. 1 



(A.) No. i 3 . 

Vhk Poflmaflers General having confidered the Report of their Se^Tofte^bL. 
df.S, a ,h , eX ,r , ‘n *‘.c feworal papern and calculations laid before them m fopLn t he™7 
of if «»«■> “"foined, as affecting the conduct of the d.Ct Clttks 

of Roads, fhall he im, nedi ately furmfhed to each of them fn writing, and to tbeHenSntativ™ 
of Henry Hamfon lately deceafed, and that they (hall be called noon . .c “ 

CLANCARTY. 



(A.) No. M . 

mmmimsm 

evidently 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






(A.) 15.3 Commiffioners on FEES, GRATUITIES, 8cc.. cxvii 

evidently appears to them, that for the laft year the grofs profit of your Hoad, as acknowledged 
in the official Return in my poffeffion, and. under which you have claimed and adlually 
received compenl'ation for lolles averted to hare been fuftainod, were far under-rated, and a 
very great proportion remained unaccounted for and unacknowledged to have been derived 
of your actual receipts, while you availed yourfelf of the liberality of Government, and 
obtained from this Revenue fums of money called for apparently without juftice, and claimed 
under pretences that, as 1 am not commanded, I helitate to pronounce the nature of. 

In the courfe of this inveftigation, the refult of which their Lordfiiips could not forefee, 
they diredt me to inform you, that from the nature of the privilege of which your fituation has 
entitled you to exercile the right, not being able to trace in the Office any fpecific inftruction 
from Government, ilfued at the period at which your income was liberally 1'ecured to you, in 
the event of failure of a certain produce, on which to proceed in eftab! idling the juftice of' 
your Returns, and coniequently of your claims for compenfation, they had recourle to other 
means to attain the objeift. 

What thefe means were I am not directed, nor is it neceffary to ftate to you ; but fuffice 
it to fay, that from the Returns obtained through thefe means, it appears to the Foftmafter* 
General, that from the uumber of Papers purchaled by you from, and the fums paid by you to 
the Editors of two Prints, viz. The Correfpondent, a daily publication, and The Evening Poft, 
which has a circulation of but three days in the week, their Lordfiiips conceive that your 
actual profit on thefe alone, during the year ending the 5th January 1609, far exceeded what 
you acknowledged to have been produced by the combined circulation of the Papers publidicd 
in Dublin, thefe Prints in number amounting to eight, each bearing a very oppolite proportion 
in its annual circulation to die other. 

Your firft attention I am inftrudled to direct to this point, and the Poftmafters General 
deft re me to call on you for fuch an explanation as will fatisfy them, either that your Returns 
are correct, or that the Statements of the Editors, (which comprize not only the number of 
Papers furnilhed to you, but the precile fum paid for the fame) are talfe. 

Connected with the payments made to the Editors, I am defired to inform you, that their 
Lordlhips information, if correct, warrants them in calculating the emoluments derived' from 
your lituation at the following rate ; viz. for every Newspaper purchaled by you front the 
Proprietors, you paid during that year per annum for a Throe-day Paper £. 2. 1.7. or at the. 
higheft £. 2. 1. 8. and for the fame you charged to your Correfpondent an annual fum of' 
?• 3- leaving a profit to your advantage of £. 1 . 6. 8. ; and that confequently for a print 
of a daily publication, a price was paid and a profit received of double the amount ; reducing 
this profit on the above rate of calculation, you will find that for every quire or 25 (beets of 
-paper purchafed, you have paid 6s. 8 d. and for the fale of the fame you have charged to your 
Correfpondent 10s. 11 id. leaving a net-profit to your advantage of 4s. 3ld. for each 25(heets ; 
and were it neceffary towards eftabliihing the corredtneis of their Lordfiiips calculations, to 
reduce it to a ftill lower denomination, you will probably find that for each individual (heet. 
of paper circulated in your Road you paid and charged 5 id. leaving a net profit in your 
favour of 2 d. 



Under thefe circumftanees, the Poftmafters General defire me to require from you an 
immediate Statement of whatever you may have to alledge in extenuation of wiiat they 
are forced in appearance to pronounce a concealment of profits, where a faithful difcloiure 
of emoluments w'as expected and was oftenfiblv returned, and more particularly that you will 
ftate, lo as to be able to fupport the fame on bath if required, the actual grofs profit derived 
by you during the above period from the purchafe of a Paper (diftinguilhing between a 
three day and a fix day Paper) by the year to each Correfpondent. 

I am alfo defired to require a certificate to be vouched on oath, if requifite, of the charges 
to which vou conceive you were liable as management for the above year, for iupplying each 
Paper for’ the twelve months, including in your fiftimate of thefe expences, only the unavoid- 
able charges for Clerks as well as for covers, and .other articles of ftationary neceffary for tbe 
circulation of your Papers. 

In expectation of your very early anfwer, 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient lervant, 

(Signed) Edward S. Lees, 

Secretary. 



(A.) No. 15. 

Reply from Mr. Thomas Harrilon to Mr. Lees’s Letter of the 7th Odloher 1800,. 
§j r> General Poft Office, October 11th, 1809. 

In anfwer to vour letter of the 7th inftant, I have the honour to ftate to you, for the 
information of the Poftmafters General, that l.feel the deepeft regret in not having it in ray 
power to anfwer their enquiries relative to my late father in the manner I could with, owing 
to the multiplicity of official duties which (as you can iuform them) 1 had to tranlaCt, and 
prevented my having any opportunity or leifure to attend to any pari or have any knowledge 
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of his bufinefs, and which was for the two laft years (owing ,to his bad fcate of health) con- 
fided alinoft entirely to his Clerks. I mutt alio regret, that this inveftigation did not take 
place previous to my father’s deceafe, as I am fare he would have explained tire matter in 
Rich a manner as would have given their Lordihips perfect fatisfattion, rel'peifting the fltarc 
he had in the tranttuftion alludes to in your letter, ana which 1 have no doubt would have 

f roved creditable to himfelt. If, upon making further enquiries and learch among his papers, 
lhall dilcover any thing that may elucidate the iubjedt, 1 will halten to lay them before you 
for their Lordlhip’s information. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, your moli obedient, 

and very humble fervant, 

Thomas Hurrifon. 



(A.) No. 16. 

Reply from Mr. Maturin to Mr. Lees’s Letter of the 7th October 1S09. 

Sir, 10th Oftober 1809. 

With the deepeft concern and the moft heartfelt humiliation I find, that, milled by a 
depcndance on the number of Papers fent, and not on their produce, and purl'uing the 
original calculation of 1802, I have, in common I fuppol'e with the other Clerks of Roads, 
made moft erroneous claims on Government, an error which I did not dilcover till this day, 
when I received the Printer’s Accounts and compared them with my cafli books ; and which 
I hatten to acknowledge with the fincereft forrow. By the encloled Accounts for 1807 and 
1808, it docs appear that, milled by a deficiency, there was a confiderable furplus in each year. 
This difeovery overwhelms me with confufion and concern, and thedittrefs of mind 1 have 
experienced from this unexpe< 5 ted fhock has renewed my complaints. I have nothing to plead 
in exteuuation, but that it was the effetft of the grolVeft negligence in not calling up my books, 
and not of defign. I lhould hope all'o that this overcharge does not extend beyond the two 
laft years, as the grofi produce of the Road was no more than <£.837. 15. 4. in 1805, and 
£’.973, 14. in 1806, though I am not in poffellion of the expenditure. 

Nothing remains for me now but to fupplicate the clemency of the Pottmafters General 
for this unintentional though unjuftifiable offence, and to l'ubmit myfelf wholly to their 
Lord 111 ips pleafure. I am moft willing to make all the reftitution in my power, and to give 
up my, lalary or the emoluments of the Road for this purpol'e, or to dil'cnarge the amount 
by any mode in my power ; and I moft humbly hope their Lordihips will be gracioully pleafed 
to accept thefe terms (with the deepeft concern, and this early acknowledgment of my offence) 
and not abandon me after a fervice of near fifty years to diftrefs and rnifery. 

Allow me, Sir, to folicit your humane interpofition with their Lordihips in my favour, 
which lhalleverbemoft gratefully acknowledged by, 

Sir, 

Your moft faithful fervant, 

IV m Maturin. 



(A.) No. 17. 

The Right Honourable Earl O’Neill and the Right Honourable Earl Clancarty, 
His Majefty's Poltmafters General. 

The Memorial of James Twigg, Clerk of the North Road, 

Sheweth, 

That in the year 1802, Memorialift was applied to by the Clerk, of the Munfter Road to 
join him and the otlier Clerks of the Roads, in an application to Government for compenfation 
of Ioffes, by the diminution in circulation of the Dublin Newspapers in their refpediive 
provinces, by the removal of the Parliament; that in confequence thereof your Lordihips 
Memorialift made out an Kftimate for three years, which amounted to twenty-four quires and 
three fheeis, at thirteen fliillings and fixpence, £. 408 . to. which the Government was 
gracioully pleafed to grant, and being in the judgment of Memorialift a fair calculation, any 
deficit in which was to be made good to him out of the Revenue of the Poft Office, or bv 
the exceedings in the other Roads, and as the Government was dilpofed, as Memorialift 
underftood and verily believed, to make a full compenfation, had your Lordihips Memorialift 
rated it at a larger him for a Three-day Paper, Memorialift entertained no doubt but it would 
have been granted ; and if in that cafe Memorialift really under-rated the profits, its operation 
xended to leffen his income ; that as compen'ation was afked and obtained at the rate of 
23 s. 6d. per Three-day Paper per annum, it will be found, he humbly reprel'ents, that his 
average for the year 1808, is conformable thereto, being twenty quires feven fheets at 
33s. 6d. £-339- 18. 8. your Lordihips Memorialift further Hates, that this appeared to him fair 
.... ...... and 
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and equitable, and he verilv believes according to the receipts and ditburiements of 1808, 
detailed in his books, but forming in numerous itiftances parts of other lums for preceding 
years embraces the entire of the profits, and more than the profits ot that year, when the 
Eltimate of it was made out in January laft; but Memorialift humbly ftates, that if time ftiall 
-be granted him to feparate and fliew the receipts applicable to 1808, he will be able to effect 
-it, and upon it he would wifti to hazard all that is dear to him a reinftatement of your Lordlliips 
-opinion ; that Memorialift never kept a profit and lofs Account, or had any orders to that effect, 
or for the mode of management ot his Hoad, either to infill upon fubferiptions being paid in 
: advance, or the giving of an extenfive credit, which laft he was under the neceliity to comply 
with, occafioned by the late Clerk of the Road having died infolvent, and the objection 
generally exifting in confequence to pay fubferiptions in advance ; that in the aggregate, 
?there is a large ium of money due to him for Newspapers, a materiaL portion of which lie 
■delpairs of recovering. 

That your Lordlliips Memorialift, in the year 1808, had the misfortune to employs 
Clerk named James Stevenfon, in whom he had placed an implicit confidence, but who em- 
bezzled numerous fubferiptions received by him for Newspapers and debts due to Memo- 
rialift; and all'o when detected on 11th January 1809, appeared to have fraudulently taken 
up from the fevcral Printers in the year 1 80S, at the rate of 48 flieets of Newspapers per 
week, which are of courl'e included in your Lordlliips Eftimates. That Memorialift humbly 
Hates, no blame attaches to him in having employed the laid James Stevenfon, he having at 
that period an uncle and a brother, with great value entrufted to them, as Clerks in the Bank' 
of Sir Thomas Newcomen, Baronet, Sc Co. ; and the laid J ames Stevenfon having abfeonded, 
;aud his principal i’ecurity having become infolvent, your Memorialift can have no redrels, 
nor is he yet able to afeertain the full amount of the embezzlement ; claims for fums paid to 
Hhe faid Stephenfon appearing for credit, which Memorialift has uniformly allowed in 
account to the claimants, although the receipts were nearly all ilfued by him on unftamped 
..paper, and of courl'e not recoverable, but from a principle of equity; and what is due to the 
lituation Memorialift holds under your Lordlliips, are, w ithout trouble or vexation to the 
parties, fully and fairly placed to -their Account, or their money inftantly returned, fo that no 
public complaint or murmur has arifen in confequence. 

Memorialift, in obedience to your Lordlliips command, annexes the Statements required.; 
'but Memorialift humbly reprefents, that it is made out (as directed) at higheft poflible rates, 
making no allowance for bad debts, which the l'upplying of Newspapers as he has been 
-obliged to carry it on in giving much credit, mull be attended with frequent non-payments, 
and that if he had, in the year 1S0S, indil'criminately flopped all Papers on credit, a one- 
third at leaft, for the realons already aliigned, would not have been fupplyed by Memorialift, 
and the more el'pecially as the Proprietors of the principal Newspapers, without any regard 
vto the interefts of the Clerks of the Roads, receive fubicriptions and pais them free from 
.•poftage under the privilege of Members of Parliament, and it has been afeertained of The 
Corrd'pondent, at a lower price than that charged by the Clerks of the Roads. 

Memorialift further reprefents to your LortUhips, that as far as in his power the above is a 
true and faithful Statement, neither concealing or exaggerating, to the bell of his knowledge 
and belief any one circumftance ; and he humbly begs leave to add, that he is the oldeft 
Officer on the Port Office Eftablilliment, (only one excepted) upwards of forty-three years, 
having faithfully difcharged his duty, and as Clerk of a Road having obtained the general 
-approbation of the Province over which he exercifes the privilege of circulating News- 
papers ; and your Lordlliips Eftabliftunent bears a memorial of his ferviccs in a grant on 
the Incidents of,£. 30. per annum, made in the year 1804, for his fuccefsful exertions in detect- 
ing and charging counterfeit franks, thereby to an amount never before experienced, check- 
ing in a material degree the frauds praCtil'ed upon the Revenue of the Poft Office. 

Memorialift humbly trulls your Lordlliips -will take -this Statement into confideration, and 
OClober 16th, 1809. Memorialift will pray. 



(A.) No. 18. 

Copy of a Letter from Edward S. Lees, Elq. Secretary to the Right Honourable 
the Poftmafters General. 

My Lords, General Poft Office, 13th October 1S09. 

In obedience to the direCliens contained in your Lordlliips official Minute, dated the 5th 
jnftant, which, in reference to the Report that had been fubinitted to you as affeCting the 
conduCt of the Clerks of the Roads, inftruCled me to furnilli each Clerk in writing, as well as 
the Reprefentatives -of the late Henry Harrifon, with the allegations therein contained, and 
to call upon them feparately to give in their refpeCtive anlwers to the fame; I beg leave to 
inform your Lordlliips, that I addreffed to Meffrs. Maturin and Twigg the letter of which i 
have the honour herewith to enclofe a copy ; and I tranfmitted a communication nearly to 
the fame effect to the Reprefentative of the late Mr. Harrifon, and having been this day 
favoured with their refpeCtive anl'wcrs, I beg to forward them for jour Lordlliips infor- 
mation. 

366. h h With 
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With rcfpe&to the Leinftcr Road, which has equally been implicated, and in this impli- 
cation demands made upon Government, in which my father’s name and mine have been 
involved, 1 beg permiflion to date, in the moft unequivocal manner, that neither my father 
nor myfelf had the moft diftant fulpicion, much lei's knowledge, that there exifted tiie ieafl 
-incorreCtnefs in the Returns made, and under the authority of which we claimed and received 
conipenfation, in common with the other Clerks of Roads ; that thel’e Returns were nut made 
by us, that the money received for our benefit was not claimed under our fignature, and that 
by whatever funis the grofs profits of our Road, from the circulation of our Papers, exceeded 
the fuin ftated to have been the produce, in no way, direct or indirect, were they appro- 
priated to our benefit, nor did we derive any advantage from their application. 

While I give your Lordfhips this pofitive aiTurance, and ftate, with deep.regret, that there 
-evidently appears to have been derived an income far exceeding what we had a right to 
fuppole ever arofe from our privilege as Clerk of the Lei niter itoad ; 1 ailo beg to inform 
.your Lordthips, that it only remained to difeover the circumftancc to induce us to refund 
(without conlidering the lolies we have fuftained in having been obliged to pay a confider- 
alile portion of our income under the. alledged deficits in the Teeeipts of the other Clerks 
of Roads) every filling that the Revenue has been put to charge to in our name, and the 
amount has been already paid to your Trcalurcr and brought to the public credit. 

Having ftated thus much, it only remains for me, in my father’s name and mine, to men- 
tion, in corroboration of what 1 have already aflerted, of our total ignorance of tliefe trans- 
-a&ions, in vindication of our characters, and to refeue our reputation from au imputation, if 
•not of fraud at leaft of remilinefs ; that fuch has been his ftate of health for vears, that 
■ he has been precluded from taking any (hare in the management of any part of his public 
concerns or his private affairs ; that the management of every part of his official emolument has, 
together with the remaining private fourecs from which lie derives his income, been entrufted 
-to the care of a perfon in whom not only family connection, but the ciofeft ties of friendfhip 
and intimacy exifting from long acquaintance, naturally induced him to .repole the molt 
• unlimited confidence. 

I have the honour to be, my Lords, 

Your Lordfhips moft obedient, 

and very humble fervant, 

The Earls O’Neil and Clancarty. Edward S. Lees, 

Secretary. 



(A.) No. 19. 

’Extract of a Letter from the Right Honourable the Poftmafter General, to 
Edward S. Lees, Efq. 

In my letter of yefterday I mentioned my views with refpedt to the Munfter, North, and 
'Connaught Road Clerks, but laid nothing of the Leinfler; you are aware that an accurate 
Account muft likewile be taken of the fum due from the Clerk of this Road. In additibn 
to what you mentioned to me in converfation upon this iubjeft, 1 fee in the Accountant 
General’s weekly check for the week ending 16th October 1809, the credit entry given for 
the fum of £. 437. 7. 8. actually paid by the Clerk of this Road upon this account, but 
whether this is the whole fum due or not, 1 am not yet informed. 

With refpedt to Mr. Armit it muft be obvious, that be cannot remain in any fituation in 
- the Poft Office ; I lliotild, however, on his friends’ account, be averfe barlhly to make his 
conduct public. It appears therefore to me, that the fame line of conduct may be adopted 
towards him as towards Mefirs. Maturin and Twigg, viz. tiiat he may be permitted to 
.’retire. 

With refpedt, however, to them all, it feems to me efiential, that a ftrongfecret • .Minute 
Ihould be drawn for the information of all future Poftmaiters General, in order to prevent 
the pollihiiity of their ever again entering into the Poll Office employment. 

Garbally, (Signed) CLANCARTY. 

October 26 th, 1809. 



(A.) No. 20. 

Copy of a Letter from the Rjght Honourable the Pod mailer General, to 
Edward S. Lees, Elq. 

Sir, ^ Garbally, October 27th, 1S09. 

Having received Lord O’Neill’s fentiments upon the fubject of your Report of the 5 th 
inftant, relative to the Clerks of Roads, which entirely coincide with my own, and under- 
Jlanding that there exifts l'ufficient Documents in the Office to afeertain the exact Jols ful- 
lered by the Public from the inal-adminilt ration of the l'everal perfons implicated, and alio to 
•i'urnifliiegal evidence for the recovery of . the fame ; I have prepared the accompanying 
Minute upon this Report, to which 1 have affixed iny fignature, and requeft you will apply 
,to Lord O’Neill, who will be in the Oflice -oil Monday the 30th inftant, to perufe and 
* authenticate 
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authenticate the fame by affixing his fignaturc thereto, which, under the circumftances in 
which I at prefent hand with rei'pcCt to the Poll Office adminiftratiou, appears to me to he. 
effential. 

It is not Lord O’Neill’s intention or mine, if it can be avoided, to render the fa&s upon 
which this “M inute is founded, or consequently the Minute itl'elf, public^ it is oar wilh that 
it fhould be referved for the future infpe&ion alone of the Poftmafters General, and their 
-Secretary for 'the time being, communicating its contents firlt, however, to the parties 
implicated, and to none other; and alfo fuch parts thereof to the Accountant General, as may 
.enable him to cairy into effect the enquiry he is therein directed to make. 

If, however, the parties fhall decline or omit to comply with the directions therein con- 
tained, the publication of the tranfaction will become inevitable, and in that event there can 
*be no ground on which my Lord O’Neill or I fliould defire the knowledge of this M inute to 
be kept back, as it is lolely from confideration for the pertons implicated, and on no perlonal 
.ground referable to ourleives, that we are defirous of referve in this matter. 

I have the honour herewith to return you all the papers with which the Poftmafters Gene- 
ral have been furnifiied connected wilh this fubject. 

In the event of the refignation ordiliniffal of the two Gentlemen to whom the latter part 
•of the Minute immediately points, there will remain vacancies to be filled up in the North 
and Munfter Roads. The former fituation will of courfe be filled up by the next Officer in 
fucceffion ; to the latter it will be for iny Lord O’Neill to make the appointment, which I 
have no doubt he will caft upon the perfon whom he fhall deem the molt deferving of reward 
on account of pad fervices. 

As I am in hourly expectation of being. permitted to retire info private life, it would be 
“highly improper in me at all to interfere with any i’pecies of patronage, more efpecially with 
one of this magnitude, and of the difpofal of which the future good government of the Poft 
"Office lb much depends. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Your very obedient, 

(Signed) CLANCARTY. 



(A.) No. 21. 

MINUTE of the Poftmafters General, on their Secretary’s Report, 
dated 5th OCtober 1809. 

The Poftmafters General having felt the deepeft regret in forming their opinion upon 
the Report of their Secretary of the -5th inftant., and on the feveral papers connected 
therewith, it is with the greateft pain that "they feel themfelves called upon by their public 
■duty to act with harflmefs towards feme of their oldcft Officers, whole characters their 
'-Lordlhips had always confidered not lels impeachable than they had hitherto been unim- 
peached. 

Much as they fincerely lament that perfons fo long in the public fervice, and who were in 
tire enjoyment of molt lucrative fituatiotisj (the reward allowed by tire liberality of Govern- 
ment for long and meritorious conduCl) ffiould have permitted themfelves lb far to lorget 
-what was due both to themfelves and their duty, as to be guilty of the faCls charged agamll 
them in the Secretary’s Report, their Lordlhips derive feme 1'atisfaCtion from the confider- 
ation, that thefie all'o have not. arilen from any laxity of difcipline in their adminifiration of 
the'Poft Office concerns of this country. 

• — The Poftmafters General having very eagerly perufed the feveral anfwers of Meffrs. 
Maturin and Twigg, in the anxious expectation that iheie Gentlemen would hfive been able 
to have alledgcd feme what in j uftifieation of themfelves, and thereby have relieved their 
Lordlhips from the painful necellity of leaning with a heavy hand upon thole for whom, till 
.their confideration ofthis fubject, their Lordlhips had entertained the highcll relpect. 

, They have unhappily been difappointed in this expectation. The anfwer of Mr. "Maturin 
acknowledges the whole of the charge; while that ot Mr. Twigg equally in fubftance admits 
the facts, but urges his own opinion of the faimefs and equity of producing a fallc compu- 
tation of his profits, in order to juliily a falfe demand for compeniktion upon the liberality 
“ of the Public. 

From the Reprefen tatives of the late Clerk of the Connaught Road, the Poftmafters 
• General have waited in vain for an anfwer to the charges produced by the Secretary’s 
Report againft the late Clerk of that Road. Certain, however, that the fame fyfiem has 
been adopted, the fame practices madeufeof in this Road, on which to found an illegitimate 
demand for an unjuliifiable eompenfation from the public purfe. 

On the Leinfter Road maUpraCtices of a fimilar nature have been purfued, but the Poft- 
mafters General are happy to find that the aClual Clerk of that Road, although doubtleis 
.refpoulible to the Public for every (hilling of lols which the Revenue has luftained from the 
milbouduCt of the perfon employed by him, is altogether free from any participation, or even 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the tranfaCtions contained in the Secretary’s Report ; neither can their Lord- 
iliips perceive that there is any ground even to make a charge of imprudence againft the 
Clerk of the Leiufter Road, from an improper confidence in tlie perfon employed by him iu 
she management of his concerns in this Road, the perfon felectcd having hitherto borne a per- 
fectly fair character, and filling the confidential iituation under their Lordlliips of Acting 
-.Comptroller of the -Penny Pott Department. 

Thus circum (lanced, tliere remains a double duty to perform upon the part of the Pofl- 
vmaftors General. 

Fil'd, to take the neceflary meafures with a view to indemnify the public purfc for every 
(hilling of loi's which it has fuftained by thele mal-praCtices. 

Secondly, to guarantee the Pod Office adminidration from the lliamc and injury which 
lit would juttly liiffer from their repetition. 

Perhaps in rigid ju'ttfce, a third duty might be alledged to attach -upon their Lordfliip*, 
viz. that of holding up to public juftice, by public profecution of their peri'oiis, the charac- 
ters of thofe implicated in thefe tranfaCtions. 

Their confidcration, however, for the former character of all thefe perfons, for the long and 
iu other refpecis eminent Cervices of three of them, and regard for the connections of Mr. 
Arm it, will, they trud, exempt the Pofhnaders General from incurring ceniure for not 
pufliing juftice to the extreme, and fending the furvivors of thele perfons, two of them at a« 
advauced period of life, back upon the world to druggie with all the difadvautages of doubt- 
ful character. 

Their Lordihips are therefore dclirous of purfuing a milder courfe, and one by which 
they arc of opinion their duty will be fufficiently fulfilled, if the parties implicated (hull 
: permit them to refrain from hardier meafures. 

The Poftmallers General therefoa'e hereby direct, that an exn( 5 t and accurate Account (hall 
•be taken in the indance of the North, Connaught, and Munder Roads by their Secretary, and 
in that of Leinder by their Accountant General, of all fums which have been received by 
each of the Clerks of tire retpective Roads in conlequence of their privileges in tire circula- 
tion of Newspapers, from the 3d May 1802 to the 1 oth day of October inllant inclufive ; and 
after deduCtin^ thereout the annual average (truck and agreed to by the Clerks of Roads, as 
the fair profits of each, under the directions of Government, fignified by Mr. Secretary 
Marfden’s letter of the 12th of April 1802, and under the authority of my Lord Lieute- 
nant, notified by the letter of the lame Secretary of the 3d May 1802, the balance to be 
brought in credit to the Public. The amount of the feveral fums which have been impro- 
perly’ paid out of the Pod Office Revenue, and which ought to have been, but have not 
been credited to the Pod Office Fund iu aid of thele Revenues, (hall thus be afeertained, 
■and the exaCt amount due by each of the Clerks of the rel'peCtive Roads lie thus made up; 
and that when the fame lhall have been rel'peclively afeertained, Sir John Lees, Baronet, 
Meflrs. Maturin and Twigg, and the Reprel'entatives of Mr. Harrifon, (hall be refpeftively 
called upon to refund the lame to the public Revenue, and in default thereof, a public pro- 
fecution is hereby directed to be forthwith commenced againft them. 

In the mean time Meflrs. Maturin, Twigg, and Armit will, if they (hall fend in their re- 
fpeCtive relimiations on or before Saturday tne 4th day of November inftant, be permitted 
to withdraw* themfclves from the public fcrvice ; otherwife, on the laid 4th day of November 
next, they are hereby abfolutely difmifled from all and every the office and offices which 
tl lev 'and each of them relpeCtively hold under the Poftmallers General. 

(Signed) O’NEILL, P. M. G. 

October 27th 1809. CLAN CAR f Y , P. M. G. 



(A.) No. 22. 

Copy of Letters to Meflrs. Maturin and Twigg. 

I am commanded by the Poftmallers General to acquaint you, that they afforded to the 
feveral Papers lately tranfmitted to Lord Clancarty, in extenuation of the charges alledged 
a^aind the joint Clerk of the Leinfter Road, (but of which their Lordihips have been pleal'ed 
honourably’ to acquit them) every confideration in their power, in the hope of being enabled, 
from their examination, to pronounce you worthy of a further continuance of their confidence, 
and thereby be authorized to recall that part of their official Minute of the 5th ultimo, which 
-affeCted yon. In this hope, however, they defire me to inform you they have been dilap- 
Dointed, and with infinite reluctance inftruCt me to add, that your longer continuance in any 
Iituation connected with the Poll Office is impollible. Unwilling, however, from motives by 
which they are influenced, that your future life fhould be rendered uncomfortable by the 
reflections that could not fail to attach to your character by a public dilmiffal from office, 
for trail 1'aCtions which in that event would have to be officially recorded, they are difpofed to 
adopt a more lenient line of condnCt, and one by which they feel that their duty to the 
Public will be fully anfwered; and I am in conference authorized to receive your relignation, 
of which their Lordihips will accept. 
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(A.) No. 23. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Twigg to Edward S. Lees, Efq. 

Sir November 9th, 1809. 

1 beg permiflion to acknowledge to have juft received your letter of yefterday conveying 
your command, and being very unwell and 1'ome diftance from Dublin, will not be able to 
proceed to the Poll Office until to-morrow, when I truft you will grant me an audience. If 
it fhall be the pleafure of Almighty God to afflict and humble me to the dull, and worfe than 
the dull, I (hall bend in thanks to his wife providence, which is too intricate for man to 
develope ; but in his prefence, and at the foot of the throne of mercy, w ill I look up with 
confcious innocence of never having obtained one farthing in this world by any indirect or 
improper means. For 43 years have I difcharged the duties of my office with a molt 
confcientious corrcctnefs, and obtained the undeviating character of as honeft a man, and as 
good an Officer in the line I moved, as ever entered the w'alls of the Poft Office ; to be 
deftroyed at once, my character deftroyed, the bed I deep on and the coat I wear loft to me, 
and in mv old age ftript naked, and thrown an object on a mercilefs world, is an accumulation 
of human wretchednels a Gentleman would fink under, and find no refuge but the grave. I 
alk pardon for denominating fuch a worm as myfelf a Gentleman, although indeed by defcent 
1 am one. 

I am, Sir, 

with the greateft refpedt. 

Your moft obedient 

and very humble fervant, 

James Twigg. 



(A.) No. 1 4. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Maturin to Edward S. Lees, Efq. 

Sir, 10th November, 1809. 

In obedience to the commands of the Poftmafters General figuified by you this day, 
I hereby fend you the refiguation of my employment in the Poft Office ; left however my 
derile&ion of the office lliould be attended with any inconvenience to the public fervice, f 
am w illing to attend till my Succeffor is appointed, and the official Accounts are arranged. 
1 do not complain of the decifion of the Poftmafters General, though it has at once thrown 
me, after a laborious, and, till this unfortunate circumftance, an unimpeachable fervice of 
nearly 50 years, from a ftate of relpe&ability, comfort and independence, to a fituation of the 
deepeft diftrefs, and 1 may fay abfolute beggary and want; under thefe circumftances allow 
me to entreat you, Sir, to folicit their Lordlhips in my behalf for charity. Judge, Sir, what 
muft be my feeling, and to what I am reduced when 1 wrote this word, yet I repeat it, for 
charity, to grant me or recommend me to Government for fome fmall annual ftipend, to afford 
me daily bread, for of fuch 1 fhall be in want, if they are not gvacioufly plealed to affift me. 
With refpect to the £. 1,000. demanded, I have only to folicit a little time, at the longeft fay 
fix months, by which time, probably much fooner, I pledge myfelf to pay that lum, though to 
do lo I fhall be obliged to reduce myfelf to the ftate 1 have delcribed. 

I beg the favour of an anfwer, that I may know whether I am to attend the Office ; 

And am, Sir, 

Y our obedient fervant, 

ffm Maturin. 



(A.) No. 25. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Twigg to Edward S. Lees, Efq. 

■Sir, 

I bequest you will be pleafed to reprefent to the Poftmafters General, that the labour and 
fatigue attached to the conducing of the Road I have held under their Lordlhips, is ftated 
by me as ill adapted to the ftate of health I have been in for many years, and that its produce 
to me was infinitely ffiort of any eftimation made of it, occafioned by the general credit I 
found myfelf under the neceftity of giving, occafioned by the ihfolveney of the late Clerk of 
the North Road, who died in debt to a large amount to Subfcribers for Newspapers; and 
that impreffed with the moft profound relpedt and fenfe of the obligations conferred on me, 
I humbly entreat permiffion to refign my fituation under their Lordlhips, and to deliver, at 
the command of their Lordlhips, a lilt of the Subfcribers for Newspapers; and as my 
future fcanty fupport muft depend upon the debts due to me being collected, that as a 
laft fupplication, 1 requell all letters to and from me maybe ordered to pal's free, franked by 
and under cover to my Succcffor in office, or fome other of their Lordlhips privileged 
Officers, as in fuch calcs has hitherto been ufual. 

066. >1 Pemit 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




cxxiv (Ireland.) SUPPLEMENT to the Ninth Report of the [Appendix 

Permit me to acknowledge, through you, the many and eiTential favours conferred on me 
by Sir John Lees, and to fay that I bring with me into retirement a heart full of gratitude 
towards lmn, and a full fenfe of your condefcending kindnel's fliewn to me upon all occafions 
and that with my laft breath I (hall wifli for the prolperity and happiaefs of the Poftmafters 
General, and all employed under their Lordlliips. 

I am, Sir, 

with the higheft refpedt, 

Your nioft obedient 

and very huxnble fervant, 

James Tzcigg. 



(A.) No. 2 6. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Maturin to Edward S. Lees, Efq. 

Sir, 

As it may feem extraordinary to their Lordfhips the Port matters General, that I ttiould not 
call up my calh book, I beg you will reprefent to them what I before ftated to you, and what 
was in truth the fait, that I never confidered that book in any other light than as a check 
between me aud my Correlpondents, to afeertain the payments of their refpeciive fubl'criptions 
as they became due ; the particular entries, therefore/ and not the general amount, was my 
objeil, and to which I loiely adverted. w J 



I have the honour to be, Sir, 

3d November, 1809. Your 1110ft faithful 

and obedient fervant, 

IVm Maturin. 



(A.) No. 27. 

• Sir, 

I have received the dreadful fentence of the Poftmafters General. The furplus due to 
Government can be nothing like the fum ftated, as during the three firft years, and till 
the eftablifhment of The Correipondeiit, the real produce of the Road was far fhoit of the 
Eftimate of <£.376. If the demand is immediately enforced, nothing remains for me but to 
fly the country, or fpend the fhort refidue of my life in jail, as if all i have was to be fold it 
■would not pay the debt; the only fum I am worth is a bond for £. 400, which 1 will call in 
and pay, and the reft by inttalments of £.200. or even ^.300. per annum, if the Poftmafters 
General will be gracioufly plealed to continue me in my employment. I will not complain 
of my fentence, though l'urely it is hard I fliould repay what 1 had the right to receive from 
Government by their own agreement, for at leaft three years of the feven, and be reduced to 
beggary' after near fifty years iervice ; but I fubinit, and only implore the clemency of the 
Poltmalters General to retain my fituation, as the only means to make the reftitution required ; 
if this is denied, banifhment or imprilonment is all that remains for me. I entreat an 
immediate anfwer, for 1 am in a ftate of agony little fliort of diffraction. 

I am, Sir, 

Your diftreffed fervant, 

iV m Maturin. 



(A.) No. 28. 

Extract of a Letter from the Right Honourable the Poftmafter General to 
Edward S. Lees, Efq. 

If you poffefs, as you fay you do, in the Office, Documents of fufficient authenticity . ith 
the means of proving them, whereby we fliould be enabled to afeertain and recover the whole 
of the fums which the Revenue has loft by the mifconduCt of the Clerks of Roads, no time 
ought to be loll, from thefe Documents, in making out the refprftive amount of fums 
mproperly take,, from the public pnrib by each of the Clerks of Hoi, Is ; and as toon as this 
lhall be dune, and that 1 receive Lord O’Neill's opinion upon this (’object, rvhich I daily 
• flla A , a ? r tee ,'/ 11 me ’ w . h l l 1 dlollld propole doing, as 1 formerly mentioned, 
would be to give Melfrs. Maturin and Twigg the option of withdrawing from their fixations, 
!!P°u P , aym !;? t h 7 , of thel ® f ums * and alld to >nake a fnnilar propoiafto the Representatives 

commenced ^ ° r ^ t0 ren< * er tiie raatter public, by directing a profecution to be 

t Jh h £",l t ^r. m r 1 °V d ? tiv<i “MelTrs Clarke and Hill, having originated fubfeonent 
to the 25th of September, the date of the notification of my refignation, von will referve to be 
(decided upon by my Lord O Neill, either fingly or in conjunction with whoever may be my 
SuccelTo', In the mean time, however, without giving any opinion whatever upon the calb 
ttlelf, i may be allowed to expreis the fatisfaCtion I feel, that the public poflefles an Officer 

of 
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(A.) 29.3 Commiflioners on FEES, GRATUITIES, 8cc. cxxv 

of fuch zeal and talent as you at al] times difplay, and my firm conviction that in your hands, 
if lupported- by thofe who prefide over the Department, as I doubt not will be the cafe, the 
roll Office concerns of Ireland will not be likely again to relapfe into that ftate of confufton 
from which they are now l'o happily exempt. 

October 25 th, 1809. (Signed) CLANCARTY. 



(A.) No. 29. 



Extra (SI of a Letter from the Right Honourable the Poftmafler General to 
Edward S» Lees, Efq. 



’ Sir, Garbally, November 6tli, i8oq. 

I iiavf. very minutely examined the inftru&ion of Government upon the fubjeCl of corn- 
pen fating the Clerks of Roads, as conveyed by Mr. Secretary Marfden’s letter of the 12th 
April 1802, in order to dil'cover and correct any error which might have crept into the Poft- 
malter General’s Minute on your Report of the 5th ult. ; and after the heft attention I can °ive 
the matter, I mult own mylelf unable to admit the error to which you allude. 



The queftion is, whether, in the event of any fuplus having arifen from the general profit 
of Newspapers upon all the Roads, after payment to each of the Clerks his annual average 
income, and indemnifying the Public for the payments made out of the Poll Office Revenue 
under the head of Compenfation, this furplus is to be appropriated to the Clerks of Roads, 
or to remain at the difpoiition of Government. 



As a general principle of equity I fliould think, that unlefs there is fome aChial Hi pula- 
tion the other way, the party guaranteeing againll an eventual lols, has the fuireit claim to 
any eventual benefit. 

Let us fee what has been the arrangement made upon this fubjedl by Mr. Secretary Marf- 
den's letter. 



In the firft place, after the annual average income for three years at leaft, received by the 
Clerks of Roads, fliould be alcertained, it is diredted that the grofs profits (hould be brought 
into on e fund or joint Jiock, and that to much ffiould annually be added thereto, out of the 
Volt Office Revenue, as Ihould fecure to each of the Clerks of Roads this annual average. 

It is then dire&ed, that if this Jiock fund fliould be increafcd, the Revenue of the Poll 
Office fliould be relieved in the fame proportion, and that for this realon, viz. “ that the Clerks 
Jhould not receive compcnj'ation upon the Incidents, and alfo an increafed income in the ordinary 
way." 

Suppofe then that all the Roads had been deficient the firft year in affording the annual 
average of all the refpective Clerks of Roads, there is no queftion that here the' Public mutt 
have compenlated the difference. Suppole, however, that after foine time, though fome of 
the Roads fliould Hill have continued deficient in the production of this average, others 
Ihould have to much increafed, as not only to make up the deficiency to the others, but alfo 
to produce a confulerable exceeding ; can there be a doubt, that this exceeding would Hill 
continue a part of the joint Jiock or fund to meet any eventual defalcation i'n fucceeding 
years? It could not go to the Clerks of the Roads, becaufe this would be in direCl violation 
of the concluding part of Mr. Secretary Marfdeu’s letter, and an admiflion that, the Clerks 
rcho ' had received compenfation from the Incidents, Jhould alfo receive an increafed income in the 
ordiuary way. 

Continue this reafoning down to the only period then in contemplation for the termination 
of this arrangement, viz. the death of the* then exifting Clerks of Roads, and toppolc the 
joint Jloclc or fund (till to retain a furplus, the Reprefentatives of thefe people could found no 
legitimate claim to it, bccaule the Clerks of Roads had already received each his annual 
averaged income, and that any additional payment to their. Reprefentatives would equally be 
in contradiction to that part of Mr. Secretary Marfden’s letter already ftated, as if it fliould 
be made to the principal. 

Thus the furplus muft be at the difpofal of Government, and confequently ought to be 
credited to the Public, according to the directions of the Minute. ° 

It is perfectly true, that Mr. Secretary Marfden’s letter lays nothing about the application 
of any eventual exceeding in the joint Jtock or fund beyond that which might be neeeflary 
to relieve the Revenue, and I am ready to admit that gam to the Public was'never looked u> 
under this arrangement ; in truth, lols to the Revenue ieems obviouily and exclulivbly to have 
been in the contemplation of Government at the time it was framed ; but if a different eon r 1C 
of events than thofe which were in contemplation at the moment have taken place, this does 
not alter the reafoning, or the conclufion drawn from it, and befidcs the general equitable, 
and as I fliould think unqueftionablc, opinion, that the party guaranteeing againft eventual 
lols Ihould be entitled to the eventual benefit, where nothing is laid to the contmrv. There 
is in this arrangement, in the three concluding lines of Mr. Secretary Marfdcn's 'letter, art 
exprefs ftipulation that the party guaranteed (hall not benefit bv the eventual gain, l'o that 
here in truth, except the Government, there is nobody qualified to take. 

I.'nd>r 
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Under this rcafoning, which appears to be conclufive, I confefs 1 cannot feel that there is 
any ground for altering the directions contained in the Minute, and I therefore lend it back 
to you in its original ltate, accompanied by Mr. Marfden’s letter. 

If, upon making up the Accounts indeed, there fliould ftill appear to be a furplus, after 
indemnifying the public purfe to the fulleft extent, now that the whole of the compeniatiou 
arrangements mult be conlidered at an end, as Government certainly had it not in con- 
templation to increale the Revenue by a fourcc of this fort; I Ihould be inclined, upon a 
proper application from thole who might think they poflelfed an intereft in it, to recom- 
mend that this furplus fliould be appropriated to the ufe of fuch of them as had merited 
this indulgence; but this prefuppofes that the furplus is at the difpofal of Government, and 
may hereafter form a queltion, upon which it will reft with others to decide. 

I (hall to-morrow write to Lord O’Neill upon the fubjeel of Mr. Armit’s Statement, which 
came enclofed to me under his Lordlliip's cover. 

(Signed) CLANCARTY. 



(B.) No. i. 

An ACCOUNT of the Incomes of the Clerks of the 
average of the three years ending 5th 

Leinfter Road 47 Quires 19 Papers - 
Connaught Road 29 - 6 

North Road - 24 3 

Munfter Road 21 - 10- 



<£■.2,158 17 10 



(B.) No. 2. 

The Examination of Mr. WILLIAM MATURIN ; taken on Oath, 23d of Decem- 
ber 1809; the 15th March, the 3d, 13th, and 16th of April 1810. ' 

Did you hold any and what fituation lately in the General Poll-Office? — I was Principal 
of the Paid Letter Office, and Clerk of the Munfter Road. 

How long had you been in the employment of the General Poft-Office? — Forty-feven, 
years previous to my dii’miflal in November lSoq. 

Do you recollect the application made by the Clerks of the Roads, in 1802, for com pen- 
fation, on account of the diminilhed circulation of Irifli Newspapers, in conlequence, as it 
was then alleged, of the Union ? — 1 joined with the other Clerks of the Roads in making that 
application. 

Did you at that time make any and what Return of the amount of your annual income 

or profit, derived from the circulation of Newspapers, as Clerk of the Munfter Road? I 

made two fuch Returns, the one Hating the amount of the profits of my Road for the years 
ending 5th January 1801, and 1802; and the other Hating their amount, on an average of 
the three years ending 5th January 1801. By this latter Return my annual net profits 
amounted to ,£.378. 6s. 

Have you the Books of Accounts or Documents from which you made up this latter 
Return ? — I have no Books of Accounts relating to my Road, earlier than the middle of the 
year 1800; but I have lately found a Paper that appears to contain Extracts of receipts and 
payments on account of the Munfter Road, for the three years ending 5th January 1801, 
and to have been ufed by me at the time 1 made the Return referred to, and which enables 
me to ftate, that in framing fuch Return, I deducted from the amount of iny grols receipts 
the fums adually paid for Newspapers to ’Printers, together with £. 50. a-year° for manage- 
ment, and that 1 returned the balance, or the net receipts, after having taken the average 
thereof as the amount of my annual profits. 

Did you make up the Account correctly, according to that principle? — I have no doubt 
of it, and am confirmed therein by its appearing that blanks were left in the Paper I have 
delivered in for the fums paid to the Printer of The Evening Poft, as if 1 did not then know 
their amount, though 1 mult afterwards have afeertained it in order to complete my Return, 
and by my finding upon applying, fince 1 dil’covered the Paper already mentioned, to 
Mr. Gilbert, who kept the Accounts of the fales of The Evening Poft, that the fums adually 
paid by me to the Editor thereof, in the three years on which the average was formed, 
together with the fums ftated to have been paid to other Printers, and the expences of 
management, as already mentioned, being deducted from the grol's receipts, the average of 
the uet receipts in fuch three years, is only 2». 3 d. (hort of the average luin returned. ° 

In 



Roads, as returned by them, on the 
January 1801. 

Produce. 

- .£.849 1 4 

523 6 o 
408 10 o 
378 o 6 
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